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of this case, I thought there was just &a 
much that the Peabody men could have been just 
as guilty but they were never fired* But most 
of my information came from the newspapers. 




“During the time from 1932 to liar* 1937, I went to most of 
the FLA meetings. 

“In the spring of 1937, I knew about five PLA fellows were 
stool pigeons, but I didn’t kncr; exactly who they viere working for or 
v*hat they were doing. > They were Andy Schrelevius, Dcninic Fasquale, 
Pete Carter and Frank Austin* There may have been more but I don’t 
renerfl her vho* I do not remember anything about these men or any 
other nsn being expelled from the FLA. The reason we went out on 
strike in Lay 1937 ras because of contract trouble and come wage 
trouble. I do not knew/ anything about the company refusing to fire 
gone non expelled from PI LI. 

“I do not remember attending a FLA meeting on Jaay 11, 1937, 
the n ight before the strike. On Lay 12, 1937, I went to work as usual. 
1 v/aeVHflHHHHH I did not hear anyone say anything about loading 
care but I noticed most of the care were loaded short# 

I didn’t hoar anything about a strike until sometime during the day 
v;e wore pulled out# I did not knov? why we want out, but 1 came up 
to the top and went home. A couple of days later I hoard the reason 
we were out was because of the contract or pay* 1 don’t remember 
receiving any notice of any kind to come back to work until Kov. of 
1939. In the eurmor of 1937 I got a j so 
I didn’t go back to Line W B“ except a coupl^o^^Se^x^x^R: with 
the FIA men who were out there protecting their jobs* During the 
currier of 1937 I cannot remember if I signed any FLA petitions* 1 
may have. But I am certain I did not sign any HL57 petitions. 

“I remember that a TJLJv local wag organised during the suinner 
of 1937, but I cannot remember anything about it# I was not asked to 
join it. 


“During the time from 1932 to Lay of 1937, I never noticed 
that anyone from the company ever favored HIST or FLA one over the other* 
I never saw any UIFf picket line at Lino “B“ during this time, and I 
never saw any m.Jr» attempts to organise at I line “B“ during this time* 
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it on the plj'v. I was not there whan the Pad* 1 
Injunction was obtained and the man had to 
leave the mine in the fall of 1937. 

•Just before the mine re-ocened in 1939, I heard fran several 
sources, none of which I can now remember, that I was the first one I 
the U1.I7 vce guir.g to get, because I had been active in PHA. So I ^ 

did not go back to Mine *B* went it opened because I wanted no trouble^ < 
j; f i oiv' <?vor openly or directly "threatened ms. 

I remember voting in a National Labor Relations Election 
in Dec. 1937, whcrolFKA. boat Ulf;. I think it was a fair eleotion 
and no one threatened or forced me in any way. That is the only NIRB 
election concerning Mine *B* in which I ever voted. 

•inasmuch as I never went back near Mine *B* after early 
fell of 1937 I do not knew" anything about anything that happened 
out at Mine •B’* after the fall of 1937. 



•This statement of five pages has been read to me and it is 
truu and correct to the best of my knowledge. 






ial Agent, F.B.I. 
special ivgent F*B* 2* 
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RE{ JOHN L. LET .IS, ET AL 




\ 



answering questions 



provided the foliating statement: 


"Springfield, 111,, 
Septenoer 7, 1943 


foil T i 

I knot', to b,- Special 



,jnts of the Federal bureau of Investigation. No force 


mak e the 
HB, whom 


tiir oat 5 or pi*o* ui 5 . — s )tiVC heen i;i obtaining this «tetesent and I know that 

;viiat I raay s:.y i&y b used in a court of law* 


becano a nerab.;r of 1 ^ - . . . - 1932. Ity local USE. 

union changed from Ulf to PH*. in 1932 and I b.icanG a menib jt of PfcL* because 

err local UII..' changed* 

' "V ' 

"I havv ik.vor held an office in any union. 


"Between 1932 and Hay 12, 1937 there were no strikes at Mine "B" and 
the mine was not closed down by the management. During that period of time 
the management seemed to have been on good relations with F1&. and^ all griev- 
ances were settled in favor of F!i,. At no time prior to May 12, 19^7 did the 
management of Mine "B" attempt to discredit P!i.. 

"I' thought FUi was a good union being operated for its membership, no 


union activity". 


I am baing supoorto 
"I firt star 



I am unemployed and 


at which' time I 



"Prior to 1132 the management of Mine "B" , so far as I knew, was on 
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RE: JOHN L. IE. .15, ET 41 


i.?o- i>n& 


ihtervi::.: kith 

(continued) 



"I think the FM4 members convicted in the 
bombing cases did not get a fair trial as I 
believe Ulf-T had witnesses testify falsely 


against the PHk members. 

•'Between 1932 and !iay 12, 1937 Wfl did not set up a picket line at 
I line ”B” nor did UKT distribute any literature at Mine "B” . Prior to 
May 12, 1937 no one attempted to get me to change from F Uk to Ulfj, 


"I attended a regular meeting of PMk on the eight of May 11, 1937. 

I do not remember much about the meeting, but I do rumcrib r a member, tha name 
of whom I do not know, was expelled from PH/. because ho was associating 
with UK.; members . I ar. unable to furnish any other details about the 
meeting. I do not know of ary other members of PLK being expelled. 

"On the morning of May 12, 1537 I reported for work, some of the 
minors stated the management of Mine "B" wanted the nine to be UIf.7 rather 
than PH.. I thought there was going to be treble at the mine that day, 
therefore, I did not go to work and return to xy home. No one told me why 
Mine "B" went on strike Slay 12, 1937, but I thought the strike occurred becr ’sc 
the nanng.jEient wanted Mine "B'* to change from Fit. to UK /. 

n I signed a PH. petition in the Summer of 1937 naming F li. as ay barg- 


Suim.ar of 1937. 

'•In Sept. 1937 I Ttas informed by someone that FMu had a picket line 
Mine **B" . I voluntarily went to Mine ’•B" to act as a picket. No violence 
occurred during the during the tire I was a picket and only Mine "B tt miners 
wore pickets, no outsiders were brought in. In about Doc. 1937 an injunction 
-.as obtained to prevent picketing at Kine M B". It made no difference to 
me whether the injunction was served or not. 

”1 did not know of an attempt to open Mine t, B“ in Dec. 1937 or 
Jan. 19 38 . 

"I voted in the N L R B election Dec.. 15, 1937 for P M .1. So far as 
I know this election was fair and I voted the via y I wanted to. 

n I received notice that Mine M B n was to open in the last part of 1939. 
I immediately received employment. I did not notice the results of any 
large- fires on returning to work, but I did sc-o nary cave ins. I returned 
to Mine n B*' as a member of FKu.‘ 


,,!, I do not remember a wa l; e scale cont-rovery in the Spring of 1937. 




«I did not know of ;. new UK.' local being formed in the 
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RE; JOHN L. LETTS, ET XL 


L-) ^ 

a 



(continued) 



’’Almost every norning after my return to work 
,and the time I became a member of 
the summer of 194J I w <^s asked by 




m| to join UK.'. In the summer of 1940 I was told by someone to repo/ty j 
to the nine. "3” office before I changed ny clothes. On reporting to th ej jj 
office Falcetti the supt. at nine in the presence of the UKT comnittp4 I 
told me that I had to join UK.' if I wanted to keep working at Mine "B”. j | 

I signed the membership card to join UKTi that norning in order -to keep my ‘ 
job alth :ugh I did not want to join U!£7. Those of the committee present at 
th^ time. I joined UK," were Cudgo Bumgarner, Charles Boliannon and some others 
whom I do not know. I saw fights a t i'ine "B n between UI£i and PKA members 
almost every morning from th_ time I returned to work in the last part of 193 ? 
until the JOB election in Feb. 1941. At no tine was I threatened nor did 
anyone beat me. 

"I voted in the N.L.R.B. election Fob. 1941 for P?!4. So far as I 
know the election was fair and I voted the way I want .d to, 

”1 did not wish to join UK'.' as I wanted to bo a number of FJ'A . I 
only joined Ulf 7 because I was forced to join UK? in order to keep working 
at Mine "B" . 

"I have had this statement consisting of six pages read to me and it 
is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 11 


A/ 



,r „ it nos sod: 



• Special y.'.ent - F.B.I. 
pedal Agent, F.B.I.’ 1 
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He I JOHS L- I£h‘IS, ET XL 








f avore 

in I 'ine *B* 


a u,o>. citizen, he stf-Tee ne "haiy never been arrest? 
the 17 Ti over the E-k, although he ednits being contacte 
by a XT:'- man and then joined TUT. * He understands English fairly veil 
and sleeks Enrlish onlv fair. It is felt he would not make a good 

- f — ^ w 

v.itnees* 

The f oilwing signed ste.teiT^ni 11 ^ tfjt 


"Springfield, 111* 
Sept. 4, 1943 



also knomn nr 


Ill- nc.ke the fol loving 
vhcin I 


voluntary statement to _ 

kncrvv to be Special Agents of the feoeral Bui^fn^ox^E^oErTigat ion. 
I ral:e it rithout feor of threat force or promise of any kind. 


*1 wae born in 
I got my first papers m 
become a U.S. citizen. 



came to the U.S. in 
but I have not yet 





tt I first Bi&rtec v, or king in 

1 "fce t\ member of the United . ine Worker e of fspierica Union in 
and stayed with UT. until 1932 Then I joined the Progressive 1 ine 
’'orkers of iirreriec Union because I rented to keep my job at mine *B*. 
Vc one forced me in any my to join FUi in 1932* I did no . take on 
active port in organizing PW» end I hove never held an office in any 
union. 


•'During the tire fro- 1932 to liny of 1937 I did not notice any 
strikes or closedowns at i ine *B" exoept that there were probably & 
few timeE when the mine closed down because of slock work. But I oannot 
rece-ber when this ms. luring this tine I never noticed that any of 
the camnany officials tried to discredit the Pi or tried to $akge any 

_ i‘.j_ rr.V t \ _ J TT * V,i> +- T nevnv ftnVhVli n O’ ttl 

CJI UB J u iU UJ J. litJUi u wio j -a *ik Vkj * w%*vr — ***w -v- - - — -~-~J o T _ 

indicate that* 


•’luring this tine I did not think that the FlfA. me an honest 
union. They node many gbece raentE against us and I thouglfc it vas Q 
racket, I "don’t knov for certain vho got this money, but .f the 
officers. if this local did not get the noney I do not knor who did get 
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the money. I did not take an active 
interest in the HIA union. 

®I remember there were some bombing 
cases during this time, but I took no interest in them and cannot say 
whether the trials were fair. 

"During this time between 193? and Hay 1937, X never noticed 
any attempt by the UJ37 to organize Mine n B". I noticed no strikes and 
I newer saw any UI!W literature. I do not know anything about any 
members of FMA in May of 1937 and I never heard there were UMW spiesiin 
FUA. 


Re: JOHN L. LiSF-TS, ET AL 



"I did not attend a PMA meeting on May 11, 1937. On May 
12, 1937, I want to work as usual, and when I went down into the 
mine seme one said we were to load only half cars, I don't remember 
who said this. But I did not load any of my cars short that day and 
^^rorkedall day. T7hen I came up at the end of the day I heard that 
gHHHHH had called us out, but I didn’t know why, A couple of 
minute^^^ter some one told me that we went out because the company 
would not open under PUA. 

"I did not go to work the next day, and never received 
any notice to come back to work until Nov. 1939* Sometime in Sept, of 
1937 I heard from some miners that a picket line had been set up that 
day at Mine "B” , so I vent out there the next day to look around. That 
was the only time I went o\t to Mine "B” during the picketing. 

"After the strike started I think I signed one petition 
for PtlA. UtS asked me to sign a petition in the summer of 1937 but 
I did not sign it. I did not know when the U1HT local had been formed. 


"I did not attend many RJA meetings in 1937. I db not 
know why the picket line wa3 taken off in the fall of 1937. 


«I voted in the National labor Relations Board election in 
Dec* Jbf37, when PUi von over UMW. I was not forced or threatened in 
any way and I think it was a fair election. 


"In Nov. 1939 I got a registered letter that the Miae 
was going to open, I went back to work there in Nov. 1939* X heard 
there were some cave-ins, but I never saw them. I never saw that there 
bad been any fires and no one told me there had been* 


■Abrtut +.*7f> -<w thrif 


uont.bs wfte** the rJne 


opened 
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Re: JOHN L. LEKIS, ET Al 


l? 7 


<LS 


o 



sed me to join the UKff but no one 
ever forced or threatened me at any time to 
join UUS*. I told him I would think it over and 
about two or three weeks later I joined UKW. 
r\ nn f. at. t.he> mS tvp> Anrf T npwr raw Anvone 

b 1 - w k -' 1 ~ w v — — 


else try to organise for UMW at Mine w B n . 

"I joined Uli77 because I was disgusted with all the death 
benefits I was having to pay FHA and not know where the money went. 


"1 voted in an NLRB election in about Feb. of 1941 when 
mr:; beat RJU No one forced or threatened me in any way at that 
election and I think it was a fair election. 


”1 prefer HT5 over the P11A. 

"This statement of five pages has been read to me and it is 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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Res JOBS L. IEFTI3, ET AL 


V 


blcy yiD 


7<ITH Springfield, 

by Special Agents 

in on September 4 , 

™^f^n^hflve ac^rainal record* speaks 

lU^O. ■■■■[ -' aucu mmmmmrnm - 

Er,gl i d males a f^ir witness • 

[provided the following signed statement* 

“Springfield, 111* 
September 4, 1943 

«t Spj i igfield, 

111 1 1 mak e the fol lowing voluntary et axemens ^1 

vhon I know to be Special Agents or nne federal 
Burea^^W^^^ation. Bo force, threats or promises hare been made 
in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used 
in a court of lav-'* 

• X yjB s born emmigr& ted to the U.3. 

land became a natur^^u^^^^tisen of the U.S. in 


xn ^ B-pi ^ 

•I started mining coal in Springf^ld, 111. in ^^^at which 
tine I became a member of TOT . In about ■■ I started mining ooal 
at Mine *B'* nn£ remained there until Jan «^^y43, except during the 

strikes, i" stooped working at Tiine ^l_akiaL^Ll££^ yill » 1 810 
employed by and I have been 

enployed by 

“In about 1932 I heard U157 stole some vote 6 cast in an election 

_ . ... * . j iw-i r /-mv m d n +-. +.Kr i: time* 

and for that; reaeon x joxnea ri A ^ni^n Tf PD vo -- 

I took no part in the formation of Fl'A. 

"Frior to 1932 the management of Kine *B* seemed to have been 
on good relations with TW’* 

*1 have not held an office or taken an active part in any 

union. 




•Between 1932 and Hay 12, 1937 the management of Kine "B" 
seemed to have been on goodvterms with F.K.A. there was no hostile 
attitude taken bv the management in settling grievances. So far as 
I remember there were no strikes or close-downs at Mine B between 
1932 and Hay 1937. 

•1 thougltPHA wee a good union and one operated for the benefit 
of its membership, no unusual special ftsseesosntG were made against me. 
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Re i JOHN L. LEJf IS, ET AL 


!»■?. 


LT.D 



*1 took no intereet In the bombing cases* 

’•Between 1932 and J!ay 12, 1937 I did not see a UUf 
picket line at Line *B" # nor did I see any BIT? 
literature being distributed at line *B". Ko one attempted to get me 
to change from P1A to BIX. 

*1 did not know of a wage scale controversy in the spring of 


1 0.17 

2. i P 



**I did not attend a FIX meeting on the night of lay 11, 1937 
and I do not knew if 1 had notice of the meeting. 

*0n the morning of hay 12, 1937 X went to work as always and 
loaded my coal carE full. In the afternoon thc-t day someone told me 
there was a strike as FIX and Line “B“ could not come to an agreement 
about something. I was not told why the strike occurred. I did not 
kno' of anyone being expelled from P1A prior to Lay '12, 1937 or after 
that date. 


“I do not remember signing any KX petitions in the summer 
of 1337, but I know I did not sign any tt!7 petitions. 

"I did not know of a new Ui 17 local being formed in the svnmor 

of 1537. 

“Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard that that FIX had pickets at 
Line “E w and I voluntarily went to Line *B n to picket. I acted as & 
picket for about tro weeks at the end which time I went to work at the 
Panther Creek Coal Line, 1 do not know what went on at Line “B** from 
about Oct. 1937 until about Kov, 1939 when I received notice that Mne 
“S* 1 was to ro-open. I did not vote in the il.L.R.B. election Beo. 

15, 1937. 


“I went back to work at line "B 1 * in the last pert of 1939 
ts a member of EX. I did not see the results of any large fires 
cl+ hough thero were many cave-ins. Eo one requested me to change 
from P1L to UI" prior to the election in Feb. 1941. I did not see any 
fights at Line **B U prior to Feb. 1941 although I heard someone was 
beaten on account of union trouble. 

“I voted in tho HLRB election Feb. 1941 for FIX. So far as 
I know the election >/& affair. 

*1 joined BIST a short time nffeer the election in Feb. 1941 
because majority of the miners were BIX* It does not meke any. differ e&oec 
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Se* JOKK L. L3VIS, ET Al 


b') Cs 




vtw TrjrrpTj t » K a t Vi a r T ftjm a member oT or UI3^* 

i r ■ ■ iiit vw MLV »■ • ■*** **• ■•■'■V * — - 


(Signed) 



.continued 



pedal Agent ■* F#F#I. 
Special Agent * 
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ns, jonN L. LETTS, ET AL. 





"Spring field, 111,, 
September 4, 1943* 



■■■HHHHB -whoci I know to be Special agents of the Federal Bureau or 
no force, threats or promises have been made in obtaining 
this statement and 1 know ttot what I may say nay be used in a oourt of 
law, 

"I was bom in onmigr^^o the U.S* 

I became a n&turu^^e^c^^^^^of^ the U, S* I have 

been employed at Mine ”3" sinoe about I a® ht the present em- 
ployed at Mine "B*. 

"I booame a member of TM'f in about|Hp|in Springfield, 111* 
at which time I started to work in tho Peabody Mines. 

rt In about 1932 I become a member of PI la because my local Hfff 
changed to HiA. I took no aotive ourt in tho formation of PM*. 

"Prior to 1932 tho management of iline lf B w seemed to have been 
cm good relations with UMiV. 


dawns at Mine "B n . The management seemed to have been an good terms with 
Hlii and the management wub not hostile in settling griovanoes, 

W I thought Pflrt- was a good union being operated for its 
memborship. No unusual assessments wero made against my pay. I took 
no active part in union activity. 


n I have never been an offioor of any union. 


"Between 1932 and Uuy 12, 1937 thoro wore no strikes or close- 


"I took no interest in the bombing oases. 
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RE* JOHN L. LE'.fIS, ET aL. 











§m& 

< 

i !*.s - y 

r -^v 


^^eci^inuou^^^ 


"3etween 1952 and May 12, 1937 I did not seo any 
TM.7 pickets at Mine "B", nor did 1 see any WI literature 

*'**VKlkn+.Q 1 4 - A* 1 rtT* 4- /-, Wfiv 1QX7 Tirv /me t'b'bem.D'fc- 

Lft; U X □ 4. » + * 4- w* VV ' Jf ^ ~ / ' ' 


1937 < 


ed to get me to change from BIk to UST# 

*1 do not remember a w&go scale ocari trover By in the Spring of 

M I do not remember a j-ta/x meeting on the night of May 11, 1937# 


"I remember the strike at Kine ”B" started an Hny 12, 1937, but 
I do not remember any details# I. do not know if I worked that day or not, 
nor do I know . the reason for the strike. 

n I dc not romombor ejiyono being oxp oiled fretn Htw before or after 
May 12, 1937* 

n l do not rotnember signing any petitions in the Sumner of 1937* 


ft T *4 r\ vSa+- 

>. vj iav ^ 


mVnr the /'nrwfitinn of a now UiiT r local in the Sumner 


of 1937. 


"In Sept. 1937 I heard Hi* was having a set down strike at Mine 
"B". I went to Mine "B" several days as a picket ns I was a member of 
p Uh,. Ko one told no I had to aot as a picket. In tho last part of 1937 
an injunction wus obtained to prevent picketing ut Mine "3"* It nude no 
difference to mo whether Ritv was allowed to pioket ut Mine "3" or not. 

"I did not know of Mine B" opening in Dec. 1937 or Jon. 1958. 

"I voted in the N.L.R.3. election Deo. 15, 1937 for fMu. The 
election was fair and I voted tho way I wanted to. 

"Sane time in the last cart of 1939 I received n lettor to re- 
turn to work at Mine "B". I returned to work at Mine "B" in tho last 
part of 1939 as a member of Hia and paid jny duos in Pita until I joined 
rtr-T - — *»*.* fi-cr+ tvit*+ nf 1041. No nna asked me to ioin DM17 

i a.: , wu a- vjuuv juii uuv *■ ■*■+ m w v — -*■ - — - - — — t *r 

nor did anyone threaten me if I did not join. 

"In Feb. 1941 I voted for Utfff in the N.L.R.3. election as 

majority of the miners at Mine "B" were voting for 1M7. I think tho 

eleotion was fair and I voted the way I wanted to. 

"TOO won the N.L.R.3. election, therefore, 1 joined TM7 a 
short time later* No one asked me to join* 


- 163 - 



c 


HE I JOHN L« LEVIS, ET aL* 




'ID 


1ST 



■vi -ttth "I heard sane of the miners were beaten beo&uae 

they would not join OM, but I never saw any fights, 

1 "It makes no difference to me whether I am e 

member of UMtf or Bin.. 

"I have had this statement containing four pages read to me 
and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


""7itnessed»- 


N 

ElA 



, Special Agent, FuBd. 

Special Aj;ent, F •^•1* 



W&v is 


i 

i ■*> • 
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RE* JOHN L. LEVIS , ET AL. 


±=>1 




•^T-D 




’ IKTERV IEV -TITH 

Springfield , Illinois, vg^nteigiewe^t hi# 
home by SpeoiA^^ents 

September 3, 1943# a fair unde rs terming of 

English eJThough he is uneduoated * would make a fa^Mxovernment 

witness as he is very forooful in h^^io^-lty to PMa. JHHT stated he 
did not have a original reoord. 


furnished the following statement* 


’’Springfield, 111* 
September 3, 1943* 


Sprii 

f ield^I^^^r^^^Th^fo^^w!n^voT\mtary statement to ___________ 

andllHHB whcci I know to bo Special Agents of the Federal 
Bur©ai^^J^os^^.tion, no force, throuts or promifeos have been made 
in obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may bo used 
in a oourt of law. 


"I was born 


”1 s tarted working in a coal mine when I was about 
In aboutJfl^Bi joined the Federation of Miners in Pa* 


® rt 
1*5 < 


fears 

old. In about^^Hi joined the Federation or Miners in ru. i'joinod 
UMV in about fl^^rSflll# I remained a membor of TM7 until 1932 at which 
time I became a mombor of RJa# I ohangod fran. UMiV to R1A booause I 
heard UMVV stole the votes oast in 1932 oanoeming the wage soale# 



"I was employed at Mine ”3” in about |B| a6 a miner &nd re ~ 
mained in the employment of Mine ”d" until May ^^^^1937 * I am at the 
present retired. 


"Prior to 1932 the management seemed to have been on good rela- 
tions with IMV. 


"I took no aotive part in the formation of HtA* 
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RE* JOHN L. LSAS, £T aL. ■ 

*=>!£> 

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1937 there were no strikes o f dose 
downs at Hlne "b"* The management seened to be on good relations with 
Pf ! A prior to May 12, 1937 and the management was not hostile in settling 
gr ieTSnces* 

"I thought F1IA was a good union and one which the members 
operated* No unusual special assessments were made against me* I took 
no aotive part in union affairs when X was a member of FIJA* 

"1 did not think the R1A members in the bombing oases got a fair 
trial. I think IEf,7 produced false evidence in the oases* 

tt 3etween 1932 and May 12, 1937 I do not remember Ulf.7 setting up 
a picket line at Mine "B" nor did I see ULfft distribute any literature 
at Mine B* 



"About two weeks before Idey 12, 1937 CIi«RLES 3GtkiNNQN asked me 
what I would do if U&f took control of Mine "B”. 1 informed him 1 would 

quit. BOHAffilON said no more. Ko one attempted to convert me from. R>4A 
to UM17 prior to May 12, 1937. 

"Prior to May 12, 1937 I did not see the management of Mine "B w 
with UMT officals. I heard from unknown sources at Mine M B" thut CHARLES 
BOHaNNON, aNDRE /SC KRELEV I OUS , JOS AL3AIIESE, DCSHNIC PoSQUALE, PETE 
CARTER, FPuiIIK AUSTIN, TONY FLOTCB, JOHN JJIaKI-uS, GEORGE JACAJAY and 
B^CRY JACA’TaY were attempting to orgunite IMT at mine "B"» In the Spring 
of 1937 I Baw the above mentioned men almost every morning in the Mine 
"B" office talking to someone in that offioe* , I do not know who they 
talked to in the mine offioe. 

"So far as I knew there was no wage seal controversy in the 
Spring of 1937 • 

"I did not attend a FMa. meeting on May 11, 1937 and I do not 
remember if I rooeived notice or not. 


"On the morning of May 12, 1937 seme one told me that CHARLES 
BOHANNON, DOMINIC PaS QUALE, FRANK AUSTIN and seme others, the names of 
whom I do not know, were expelled from Rio. because they were trying to 


nr r tro rj 


C J- 1 F«a <4 Pna 4ft t »Vl ^ 4"Kfl ftAfil ftft T*K 

u uniy uuv ww vv «*iw w— « w — * — 


on the morning of May 12th and I loaded some oars short that day* I do 
not know the reason for loading oars short. Cb the morning of May 12, 
1937 there was no growing sentiment to strike* About 2*00 Rl Hay 12, 
1937, I was told by a bottom boss that the mine was an strike*. I was 


told by 
the managen 


a pit committeeman that the strike was called because 
e "B" would not discharge the men expelled fran 


JPMA. 
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JOHN L. LEW, ET A L. 



t 

h no 


"I signed a FM* petition at a RiA picket line at Mine n B w 
in the summer of 193? naming FllA as my bargaining agent* I signed the 
petition voluntarily* 


"1 signed no UMV/ petition in the summer of 1937 • 


’I heard a new UJ7 local was formed in the sieaiaer of 1937, but 
X was not t ked to 

"In Sept* 1937 I heard someway that Mine ff B rt was to open, 
therefore, I reported for work* On that morning THS7 members were allowed 
to enter the mine and for that reason PMa. refused to work* No one told me 
I oould not work. I acted as a voluntary pioket at Mine ,f 3" until an 
injunction was served by the U* S* Marshal, in Deo* 1937* The IMtv members 
did not think they should have been enjojn3d fran picketing at Mine ’’B’ 1 * 

No outside pickets were brought in to pioket* 

H I did not know of Mine "S'* opening in Deoenbor 1937 and Jan* 

1938. 


W I voted in tho NIRB eleotion Doc* 15^ 1937 for H4** I think 
t.'e election was fair* 


It 


B I received notice in aDOut Nov. .',y39 that Mine "c was no open ji 
as an open mine, but I would not go to work unless IMA got a oontraot* 

n I lost all interest in Mine n B ff after 1939 


"I have had this five page statement read to me and it is 
true and carreot to tho best of my knowledge* 


iitne6sed* 



= _ Speoial Agent-F.B*I( 
Special Agent, F*B*I. n 
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Ke: 


JOBE L. It » IS , ET AL 




\o^O 


ittteryiet: v/ith 




Interviews 
S 



known as 
iis residence 

Sept ember 3. 1943 . by Special 

years of age and 

Kt had great difficulty in speaking and appeared 

^E^Tn ^erv iew was terminated after a short while as it was a 

inadvi sable to tax hint further • 

It is 

jould make a very poor witness. HHuvisca ne favored PMA, that 
he no longer likes U137 and that he pcrsonan^aislikes John L. Lewis 
because Lewis deals with the operators and forgets the miners. 



The following signed statement was obtained from 


"Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 23, 1943 



rina ficld, 111 
and 


moke 


"I. 

the following vo. 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the FeaeraT Bureau of Investigation. 
I make it without fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 



"I was born in 
and became a II. S. citizen in 



came to the u . S ■ in 


"I started working in mine "B", Springfield, in an( 3 ' was 

a member of the United "ino TJorkers Union. In Hay of 1937 nine closed, 
and I never got any notice to come back to work— and never was notified 
to come back in 1939. 


"I was never forced or threatened in any way by anyone from DIET 

or FMA. 



"Just before the Mine *B" closed in Hay, 1937, there were about 
twenty or twenty five men in PHA who were really working for TJ15V. I do 
not remember whether these men were expelled from PMA but the reason I 
heard the mine closed was because the company did not want to us business 
with FlIA but wanted to work with UU7T. I heard these * spies’ v-ore paid 
•‘35.00 a v;cek by 0M7 while they vsre members of PMA and working in Mine *8*. 
All this was common talk but I cannot state where I got this information.. 
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Re: JOEE L. IEWlS, bT AL 





B This statement of two pages has been read to me and 
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 



(signed) s. 


*7;i TEESS 



- Special Agent - F.B.I. /s/ 
peciel Agont, F.B»I."/S/ 


' r" 
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RE; JOHN L. LENiTS, ET AL 


^ ^ U "7 jD 



INTERVIEW MTH The following invegtig&tion_mi--gand^cted by Special Agent* 


oughly unaersi^^&ll questions and answered them readily. It is felt that 
he would make a good witness if his testimony were necessary. Agents obtained 
the following signed -statement from him* 




seemed to be difficulties between committees. I was a blacksmith there. I 
took no part in going over to P.U.A. as all did A one one forced me to go 
over. Between 1932 A 192? they were about same as under U.M.T* but there 
was no difficulties that I know of. I never heard ELSHQFF or FALCETTI say 
anything against PliA. I never attended many meetings at all A I just paid my 
dues A didn't pay any attention to union affairs. I never knew if P.1L.A. 
officials were taking money or doing wrong things but as far as I know they 
were O.K. A looked after the mens rights. Assessments were about the same 
as in any union - had them for sick ciembers_ etc. I never felt they used 
the morty for other purposes than union affairs. Before Mine B closed there 
were some U.&.'V. organizers working in Mine B A I was asked by them to go 
back to U.M.':. A I told them I would go the way the rest of them did. I 
never got any literature from them. There were 4 or 5 that I saw around ft 
I believe that some of them were SA 2;Y} CHARLES BOHANNON A ANDY SCHRELEVTOUS. 
I never heard of TJ.M.A. or ELSHOFF giving parties. In spring of 193? the 
men were saying we were working without a contract but just a few talked 
about it A they never were mad about it A they just kept on working. The 
Pit Committee would handle such matters A I didn't hear any of the above men 
complain or talk about it. I never heard the company s-.y anything about the 



Springfield, 1 
Sept. 8. 1943. 



EEj JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL j 


*=» / 


?£> 


U 

[ continued] 


I heard there was going to be a meeting the 


j ± j f x _ T ...{i ^ 

mail ■ ^ gu a« -a. quxu u^cu « ^ 


wages - 

night before it closed but 

2 P*U* On the day the mine closed I heard nothing about 
the mine going to close. I did not hear anything about 
some men being expelled the night before* I kno^nothing of any cars being 
loaded short# 1 was tist leaving when I the mine 4 other miner* 

at the mine but I kept on going home 4 I into the engine room but 

that evening I heard the men were called out 4 I did not know of it when I 
lefx. I later heard that the trouble was because the F.li^A* didn’t want to 
work with some U.M.W* men. After Mine B closed I believe I signed a petition 
for P.M .A* 4 some one came to my house and he didn’t force me to sign it# 

brot it to my house. I don’t recall of signing any 
V recall of signing anymore petitions for ?*M*A* 

I heard that U.M. 1 '* formed a new local 4 I read of it in papers A no one 
came to me about it. ^uring summer of 1937 1 can’t recall anything unusai 
haopening 4 I went to a couple of P.13.A* meetings. I heard that son© Mine 
B men went to Jefferson Mines. I heard ELSHOFF took it over as a Receiver* 
HAROLD McbOKALD, now dead, was over A I think EMORY JACA^AY was over there 


t -o-* i — j rf.r r c*v T 

x tt j.tju xieaPu A'-evJL»wxji. x jl WSti 


Aft 

UVCJ Uilti ^ p l-VW* 


"In fall of 1937 I WBnt out on picket line several nights. It did* 
n* t make sense to me in going out. fhe men were quiet 4 I saw no trouble* 

The men claimed they might run into some guys. No one made me go out 

to picket. Nothing bad happened there. I never saw any outsiders doing 
picket work. I was not there when the U* S. Marshall came out. I heard of 
trie Mine going to be reopened but I didn’t go out 4 I heard of it thru same* 
one, I voted at first N.L.R.S* election at Armory in Springfield, 111* It 
was by secret ballot. Everything was O.K* as far as I know* I didn’t see 
any U.Ji.V. men giving out literature but I bot some standing around* No one 
told me how to vote. I went to vote right from home. I voted for F*K*A* 
Later I did not go out when they attempted to reopen it* I heard it was to 

_ _ _ _ -m « « *■•* V * * * ■ i V ^ t i_ ~s __ -T. f!IT fi fT^ m. 1 — ■■ .#■ ■ * Ti *3 

be opened under so i die no*C go out. jl aonx, icnow wny .Dnvrr wt>uiu 

not sign a contract with P.M.A. but I heard he wouldn’t* In fall of 1939 I 
got a letter to come back to work 4 I went out 4 at time I was on P*W#A* I 
saw FALCETTI 4 he told me to ccme to work the next morning. The_ didn’t cay 




1 1". < +- tiihr jt£ e a ift nni nr 

.» V V W* w v. ■* t ■ t »■***■ ^ 


A ft»r the mine opened there were n^w men there 


at the mine, but that was not unusual# I don’t know if they were P.M.A* or 
U.Jd.’*. I went back as P.M.A. 4 kept on paying dues to them for some time. 

I never heard ELSHOFF sr.y he wanted back. There were some TJ.M.W. 

organiiers around & I heard of fights & trouble but Sumner 

of 1940 I never signed any cards for P.K.A. or tJ.M.YT. 

to my house once 4 said they were going back to U »!£•?« 4 thac tne^ ai rady 
elected officers 4 were going to have a meeting in the U.M.'*. B Id g . 4 that 
I should come up 4 I told him I would be there & l .did 4 saw only B or 10 _ 
in there 4 I left at once. I think the 6ame bunch was there & 3JI0RY JACAVAY . 
I joined up with tf.M.'*. after they won the second K.L.R.3. election. I never 
saw any preference for U.li. v. over P.H.A* ^or a while this bunch was talking 
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RE: JOHN L* LBTIS. ET AL 


\s> *7 c_^ 





INTERVIEW VITH 


to ell of us about joining 
second N.L.R.3. election I 
did It I don’t recall why I 
U.M.V, was going to win so 


up with TJ.M.'tf, I voted at 
think -* no, I don't think I 
didn't go down. I felt that 
didn't go down. 



I worked or top 4 it took just a few days to get coal out again. I don't 
know of a fire at Nine B when it was closed. I was not at a meeting when 
GLASCOE talked. I ted to join up with TJ.M.V. otherwise I wouldn't have a 
job. 

”1 have read over this seven (7) page statement 4 it is true 4 
correct to the best of my knowledge & I can't recall anything else of interest 




Spec 


c. Agt. F.3.I. (tfilw.) 

Special Agent, F.3.I., St. Paul, Minn 


Sept, 6, 1R43 


S oringfiBld _ Ills 


c 


•\ 




\ 


m 

s 


S#;., 'f 
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Re : JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


k>n 


L I .o 



INTERYIE!? T.'— - _ 

Springfield, Illinois, wasinte^oewe^at his 
home by Specia^Aeents and „ 

Septembe r 4, 1943. he did not have a cnmi 

record. uld not make a good witness as it is difficult 

for him t^peak and understand English. 


^provided the following statement : 


"Springfield, 111. 

September 4, 1943. 

tt j ^ 

foil o%^^^^^ffita^^tatementto^PJ|HpB|HBB and 

whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
investigation. No force, threats or promises have been made in 
obtaining this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in 
a court of law. 



i of 


rt X was born in 



about 


emmi grated to the U#S* 

I an employed by the 
employed by that company 


in 


"I W as employed by Mine "B" in about BH^ nd remained in 
the employment of Mine "B” until May 12, 1937 at which time Mine «B« 
closed. 


*>I became a member of U.M.^. in aboutBBB w ^ en ^ started 
mining coal in 111. I remained a member of UM!7 until 1932, when I 
became a member of W"7 until 1932, when I became a member of PMA. I 
became a member of HIA because the local BtfT of idiich I was a member 
changed from UM7.‘ to PMA. I was not active in the formation of PMA. 

>•1 have never held an office in any union. 

’•Prior to 1932 the management of Mine "B M seemed to have been 
on good relations with UMft. 

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1937 there were no strikes at 
Mine ''3», nor did Mine "B 11 close down. During that period of time 
the management of Mine «B» was on good relations with' PMA and did 
not try to discredit PMA to me . Although about six months prior to 
Kay 12, 1937 I heard Oscar Falcetti telling some of the miners that 
Mine **B tt was to be UKW within two years from that time. I do not 
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Re: JOHH L. IBEIS, ET AL 


’ TfITH.- 




^ 7 £) 



Know the reason for Falcetti's remark. From 1932 
to Kay 12, 1937 the management of Mine W B" was not 
hostile in its attitude settling grievances. 


"I think HJA is ah honest union',- being operated for its 
members, no unusual special assessments have been made against me. 

I have never taken an interest in union activities . I am at 
pr iori a member of PKA and I think it is a good union. 

"I took no interest in the bombing cases and I do not know 
whether the PliA members convicted, got a fair trial or not. 

"Between 1932 and May 12, 1937, so far as I know, BUTT did 
not set up a picket line at Mine "3" nor did UKW distribute any 
literature at Mine "B". About six months piror to May 12, 1937 
Charles Bohannon and Tony Plotch told me that BUT was better than PKA 
and wanted to know if I wanted to join UlfT. I did not answer 
Bohannon or Plotch and they said no more to me* I do not know if they 
talked to anyone else. Ho one other than Bohannon and Plotch made 
efforts to convert ne from F?1A to U.M.7T, 

"I never saw an official of Uif7 with the management of Mine 
"B" prior to May 12, 1937. 

"I did not know of a wage scale controversy in the spring 

of 1937. 


"On the night of Kay 11, 1937 I attended a regular meeting 
of Hi A. Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, 

George Jacaway and Charles Bohannon were to have been expelled that 
night. I did not stay until the meeting ended and do not remember 
the details. The members at the meeting were talking about 
striking the following day as they did not think those expelled would 
be discharged from Mine "3". I do not know if the above mentioned 
men defended themselves, but they were charged with attempting to 
» organize Mine I’B" for Utul. 

"I did not go to work May 12, 1937 as I thought tiers would 
be a strike if those expelled from FKA were not discharged, therefore 
I can furnish no information as to what went on that -day* I heard 
later a»? strike was called. 

"I do not remember signing any petition in the summer of 1937* 
I knov I did not sign an LBdW petition. 

"I heard a new Ut!W local was formed in the summer of 1937* 
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Re* JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


in 





but I was not asked to join. 

“Sometime in Sept. 1937 I heard RIA had a 
picket line at Mine rt B H . I went to mine B B B two 
or three times to talk with the pickets, but I did not stay. No 
one threatened me if I did not act as a picket. I received no 
notice Mine "3" was to have opened in Sept. 1937. 

n X received a job Sherman, 111. 

in Oct. 1937 and lost all inte^^^^Hflffne "3” . 1 can furnish no 

information as to what occurred at Mine B B B after Oct. 1937. I 
did vote in the N.L.R.3. election Dec. 15, 1937 for RJA. As far as 
I know the election was fair. 


"I met HHHHBkon the street just before Mine M B B 
reopened in the 1939 at which time he told me Mine "B B 

was to open as a UJ77 mine and I should go back to work at Mine n B” . 
I informed him I had a job and did not want to work at Mine B B B . 


"I have had this statement consisting of five pages 
read to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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fc^D 


TWTWRUTW/ WTTtt 



K also known as 




:±al Acentsflfl 

m aM 






was bom in 

at 

He sTSflinf^S^TeVS^TeenTrres^edl 

English well, but would give no information oi' value 
following signed statement* 



speaks ana under st 

He furnished the 


"Springfield, 111. 
Sept. 7, 1943* 







« .eld . 111 . , IKg voluntary stateraent tol __ 

and :hom I know to be Special Agents of tne 

I make it without fear of threat, force 

or promise of any kind. 

"I was bom in^ — - 

«I first started working in mines when I went to work in 
Mine "B" in Springfield, 111* in about 1934. I joined the Progressive 
Eire Tiorkers of America Union at that time because that was the_jjnion_at_ 
}iineJ*B!Lat t hattime . I worked at Mine ”0" fr om 1934 to 1937] 


m 


"I do not remember anything about any union activities at 
Mine "B" , I do not remember any 'trouble between the United Mine Workers 
of America. F&A, or the company. I know Mine "B" closed down in about 
May of 1937, but I still do not know why. I do not know anything about 
what caused the strike, or if it was a strike or a close down. 

"I do not know anything about any labor trouble, any u ion 
union trouble, or about anyone being expelled from Bia in the spring of 
1937. 


"After the Mine "B M closed down, I got a job at the Jefferson 

... . . . M. _J SJ _1 r>..i T U 4... ?71 rr; 4 a. +>\a “IrtK Mrt rtho 

flj i ne in Oprzilgl J- Ui U • DUb 4* itapu tw jwxu ww 50 v 

or threatened me in any way. 




"I do not remember getting any kind of notice to come back 
to work at Mine "B”iin 1939, but I saw it was going to open by reading 
the paper, so I went to Mine "B" in Nov. of 1939 and went to work. I 
was still a number of UMT and as long as I worked in the mines which was 
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Re: JOHN l. LEXIS, E? A L 

[NT KRVIET TuTH 
^continued) 

"I do not know anything about any union activity 
or orryjii st Mine "B 11 as lone as I was out there. I was workine as 

and was a company man, and I never heard of or saw any 

trouble among the men. 



tCcx 

la'l D 

until about Nov. 26, 1941. I remained a member 
of UU77. 


"I remember the National Labor Relations Board held an 
election but I cannot remember when. I did not vote in this or any bther 
election. I do not remember ever signing at any time any union petitions, 
either for U1T.7 or EIA. 


m .Yheri I went back to vork ir Mine "B" in 1939, I never 
went back in the mine and I never sar: whether or not there had been any 
fires or caveins while the mine had been closed. 


,r I have no feelings either for or against either the 
Fli. or UT*. I have belonged to both, and I have no hard feelings toward 
either. I believe both are honest and I do not know anything wrong 
about either of then. 

"I never noticed that any of the company officials favored 
either UHVT or FMA one over the other. 


W I do not know of any fights or trouble of any kind between 
Utr:; and FH& in connection with Mine "B”. I took no interest in any 
union activities. I have never held an office in any -union and I have 
never helped to organize any union. 


"I have read this statement of three pages and it is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


Fitness 


(Signed) 



Spec ial j.gent, F.B.I. 
■■Special Agent , F.B.I." 


w 


( 


Tb& i JOffK !«• IJ5k»I^ * EX AL» 
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Springfield. Illinois# 

iras interviewed at his home"~o5"^^^^Saber 6# 1943 b y 




■y % t m r~iT~ir r~r T**~ * YfTtTT 

XflIXftV XL.^ tflin 


Special Agents and __ 

was cooperative in “the 
e^ify if necessary* He under- 

stands English fairly well, but has difficulty in expressing himself. He 
claimed to have no criminal record* 

The following signed statement was obtained from 

”Springfield, 111* 

September 6, 1943 


1— -t t_ #V_ “J T -»*. sw WA "l * ,*-.4- n v**T cf nf.OTt^r)+‘. "ttf 

mt,Ke iUiiCM’i ug •'uiuiivuij - -- 


and 

Bureau of Inves 
made me . 



whom I know to ho Fpecial /.gents of the Federa 
^Tf my a .to free will, with no throats or promises 



”1 live at 
working at the present time, 
came to the United States in 


and am not 

and 



n I joined the UTS In Missouri, and was a 

member of that union until 1932^wher^^wa^voricSg at Peabody No. 59 when 
I joined the FLU*. T.hen I began working at Mine B, end joined the Pro- 
gressive Mine '..orkers of iunerica, I was satisfied with the PUA, because the 
leaders seamed square. Bind the union seamed pretty good* They didn’t have 
many assessments, merely the regular dues* 


* Just before the strike in 1937, I heard that there were some 
+ &+■ «; wi tt fnr f.hr? mr;*- No nnn rtRk^d me t, o ioin^ and I don f t know 

imJAI agi W-S* ui-IU^ *■ v» * V*--W ’ * - — - ij ~ 

whether the agitators worked at the mine# I don't remember going to a HdA 
meeting on the night before the strike. I heard from some men who went to 
the meeting that there was to bo a strike because Elshoff wouldn't have any- 
thing to do with the P.M.A., and only wanted to bargain with tho U.K.9. 1 

never heard of any statements made by tho management which would show that 
they preferred the U.M.Vi, to the P.li.A. I dont remember hearing that any men 
were kicked out of the P.M.A. Because I had heard that there was to be a 
strike, I didn’t go to work on that day. I don't think the wage dispute had 
anything to do with the strike, uhen the P.M.A. got only a temporary agree- 
ment with Mine B, tho miners folt that the P.H.A. officers could get as good 
a wage scale as D.M.7., and were satisfied with their efforts. I don't know 
anything more about the strike, or the reasons for it. 

*1 don't remember signing a petition for any union, or being asked 
to sign ono. I don’t ever remember being asked to join a tJMT/ local. 1 got 

u letter about a U.U.7.'. membership, but don’t remember the date of it. In 
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Re : JOHN L. LET, IS, ET ML 



cs 



December of 1937 I voted for because I liked con- 

4-Ua+. nu:: 

UXUJ-UUCl t WAG. k- U-U. J- VIA* l/iltui UUL1U.C71 irfJit- U«K4tf* 

I wasn’t forced to vote a certain wny* but could vote' 
as I pleasod, and think the election was fair* 


r I remember, that in the fall of 1937, I went out to the mine 
to the picket line* Ho one made rue go out there* but, as a member of F.U.A* # 
I went out to protect my tools and property* and to keep the U.M.TA men 
from going down into the mine* I think Elshcff got the injunction so the 
U*U*Y„# men could get into the mine, rather than to protect his property# 

I saw only Hire B men on the picket line. 


set i rrv 


"In the fall of 1939* I went b to iline B when it opened* to 
tools and clean up the work I had luffc in 1937. I only stayed about 

and couldn't work in the 

mines any longer. X was not contacts a by tuiy c.£5 to join the U «&*',;* in the 
ll was at the mine* After I left the mine, I hoard men, among them 
say that they had to join the U.L.w. or they would lose their 



n I have had the foregoing, consisting of approximately two and one 
half pages, read to me, and state that it is true to the best of my 
knowledge • 


witnesses j 


(s) 




Special Agents, FBI, Springfield, 111. 




K 
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TFT: TTTTH _ 

Springfield ,T53?!!WS, was interviewed at his 
home on.Septembe r % 1943 by Special Agents 
I and This loan has a fair under- 

standing of the En^ can express himself sufficiently 
to be understood. h T e said that he was put in jail one night for some 
trouble in his neighborhood, but denied any other arrest record. 

Ho stated that he is rilling to testify if necessary. 

#nt_ _ -T" _ T *1 1 — ~ ^ A n+ A ■«+ c r^V\+ Ci T nC H * + 

ine 1 OLLVrfLilg S-L£IKSU 3 LhyCluouw na,o w oj. ^ . 

"Springfield, HI. 

September 5, 1943. 

nj ?iake ( following 'statement freely 

and v 

identified thenselve^c^n^a^upeciaJ^Agenu^o^on^^Weral Bureau of 
Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain 
this statement. 

”1 presently live at Springfield, 111. 

I am employed at Panther Creek Mine #5- 

M I was born on ^ ^ ^ 

United States in and vas naturalized in 

at first joined a union- the United nine Workers, in ^ 

I joined the Prog ressive Mine ' orkers of America in 1932. I began 
work in nine 3 in I have never held any office in any union. 

"In 1932 I went with the men when all of them joined the 
P.JJ.A. From 1932 until 1937 the men and officers of P.I:.A. treated me 
O.K. The officers did all they could to help the miners. I liked the 
p!ll. A. better than the U.ls/7. for this reason. TShen I went back to 
work in 1939 I was still a member of P.M.A. I quit working at Mine B 
in 1940 because I did not want to join the U.M.17. 


I came to the 

[Tr^pringfield, 111. 



"After the mine reopened in 1939 _____ 
if I did not join the U.K. r \ I would get beat up. 


Id me tha 
'this I qui 


k . t . a- 1 a- 4^4 vs TT If TT 

Decause L UiO Jiuiw w?uib to 


T difi not Wfiflt 

I^i^wu^vw — - 


t 

\ 


V 

s 


A 


get beat up. 

«0ne day when I was in Mine B I recall 
who was a driver- for some more rails in my room. 
if I joined up with U.M.VT. I would get more rails, and everything 
would be better in the mine, but that as long as P.M.A. had the contract 



h on 
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with Mine B conditions •would be no better and 
the miners would not get anything. 


"I remember that Schrelevious came to my house a couple of 


times aft 3 r the mine reopened, and tried to get me to join U.K.W. He 
said that I better join the U.M.W. , and that if I did not join U.II.W. 
I would not have a job at Mine B. I told him that I would stay in 


P.M.A., and then Schrelevious said that soon there would -not be any 

P.M.A. 


"I think that San (joe Altaii.se) came to my house a co 
of times. I can't remember his name very well. He tried to get 


about the miners being beaten up. I heard that the rough stuff started 
after I pUit v/orking at Mine B. 


it was that there were some U.M.T'. men working in Mine B, and the 
P.M.A. union threw these men out of their union, '.hen the company 
at Mine B refused to fire these men,, the miners who vrere in P.U.A. 
struck. 


go into the mine, and ranted the U.M.T7. men to go into the mine. When 
the company tried to reopen the mine in the fall of 1937, the first 
day the U.M.TT. men want into the mine. On the second day the P.M.A. 
would not let the U.M.TT. men go into the cine. I think that Elshoff 
got the federal injunction to keep the P.M.A. men off his premises 
so that the U.M.T . men could go into Mine B and work. 


P.M.A. because I liked that union, and I wanted to keep it at Mine B, 

I did not like U.K.TT, I don't remember signing any petitions in 1937. 

"After the mine reopened in 1939 the U.M.T7. men got better 
rocM^an^better working conditions than the P.M.A. men. A man known 
as an air checker, but he never did any work 

mere^^waffea around trying to organize the men for U.M.TT. 
told me that if I did not join the U.M.T?. there would be a lo^o^^^^*/ 
trouble, but he never told me that I would get beat up. However, / 

he inferred that I would be beat up if I did not join the U.li.VT. He 
talked to me about three or four times. 


to join U.K.T., and said that if I did not join U.K.? - ., I would 
beating. 



"As long as I was working at Mine B, I did not hear much 


"Tihen the strike started in 1937, I think that the reason for 


"In September 1937 the management would not let P.M.A. 


"In the election in 1937 I voted at the State Armory for the 
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INTERVIEW V.TTH 


"Other men also talked to me about joining the 
U.L.ti., but I can’t remember their names. In 
the fall of 1940 I quit working at Mine B 
because I did not want to join the U.K.T?. and 
I knew I would get beat up if I did not join the U.M.TL 



'continue 


"X remember that before the strike started Schrelevious used 
to say that there was going to be trouble at Mine B. I don’t remember 
him saving anything about the U.M.T7, He was just trying to make 
trouble among the miners. I don’t know of any other trouble makers. 


"I never heard Falcetti or Ilshoff say anthing about their 
liking U.i:.V. better than P.II.A. I di i hear that 12 U.K.TY. men had 
been on social parties with Falcetti ana Elshoff, but I never saw 
any of these parties. 


"This statement consisting of this and two other typewritten 
pages has been read to me, am 1 staue that it is true to the best of 
my knowledge and recollection. 


Witnesses: 


(Signed) 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, 111. 



"s ” " ~ "■ ^ '*’^'**^*^5*^ 
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1943 by Special Agents 



1 Snrinrfield. 

m — ””w ■ * 

s home o n Septe mber 4> 
and 



'order stands English fairl^we^^and canexpress 
with difficulty. He claimed to have no criminal 
'record. 1 ’f necessary, he is willing to testify in court. 

^furnished the following signed statement: 

•♦Springfield, 111. 

September L,, 1943 

statement freely 


Hi^ri + t f i c*H 

a .nd voluntarily to ■|^hh| ■■■■■■■■■ wno ^ — 

themselves to me as o^tn^^^^erc 1 -bureau or Investigation 

Ko t^ireats or promises have been nade to me to obtain this statement. 



Springfield, 111. I arc 


employed at Iline A, 



n I T?as b orn o. 
United States in 


I came to the 
at Springfield, 111. 


"I first joined a union, the United Mine '< or hers, in In 

1936 I joined the Progressive Mine "orkers of America when I was working 
st Mine B. In 1942 I rejoined the U.M.U. when they took over the contract 
at Mine A. 

«I began to work at Mine B in 1936. I had nothing to do with the 
organisation of P.M.A. After I became a member of P.M.A. I was satisfied 

^;+v, +v,-i4- Un-uimrtjT’ or, 40 nni nn i <; lust about, t»tlG S3IQ6 8 S SUV oth 6 r 

n X OJ l W* UtUUtl * -'•’ vl __ 

untion to me. I t?«s entirely satisfied with P.M.A, 


"No one contacted me before the strike in 1937 about joining U.MiW. 

"Before the strike I heard that some U.M.’l. men were trying to get 
men to join the I know of two men who did this, but I can't remember 

their names. 


i i - 


*1 know nothing about the wage scale dispute, x attended a iew 
r.M.A. union; meetings, but I don't remember whether I went to the meeting 
on the night before the strike started or not. I do remember that at a 
few meetings there was some discussion about kicking some men out of th6 


union because of their U.M/ * activities. 
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«I can't remonbir how the strike started, or why 
it started. The miners started to load their 

«««- 4-V, T -rAm^mhon fhflt WP. WGffi 

O U.LJ. W r* VW * «*. ♦ 

called out of the mine just before quitting 
time. I don't know why the miners were loading their cars with short 
weights, but it might iiave been over some trouble with the U.K.ti. organizers. 

"I remember that I signed a P.tt.A. petition in 1937, but I can't 
remember what it was for. I don’t remember signing any other petition. 

I know that I did not sign a petition for U.H.T7. 

"Nobody came to my house after the strike began to get me to join 
the- TJ.H.TT. 



"In September 1937 I think that I received a notice from the 
management of the nine that the- mine would reopen. As I recall the P.li.A. 
had a meeting the day before the day the nine was to reopen, and it was 
decided at this meeting that the F.E.A. men would picket the nine if any 
U.H.'.r, men were allowed to go down into the mine. Faicetti, the super, 

* ; -.j> x ^ 4-Vsr-v *D T.f • a-tratr from +.Kp*. n ia art" Ip.i flhfi U.M.'Tw Elen £?fitr 

tl'l'jQi tu pujh i/i i rnwii t* • * ‘-v * * w+*+ -- — — - — w • * ** 1 * « 

into the cage to go into the mine. The P.K.A. men picketed the mine so 

that the U.H.V. men could not go into the mine to take away the jobs 

of the P.li.A. men. The F.M.A. men only wanted to protect their jobs. 


"I was in the picket line in 1937 for a long time. I can't re- 
member just how long it was- There were only Mine B men on the picket line. 
No one forced me to go on the picket line. The P.M.A. had a mooting, 

^nd voted to picket the mine if the management tried to put U.M.T.". men 
into the mine. 


•qihile the picketing was going, I obtained a job at Mine A. I 
have been working at Mine A uv_r since. I don’t know what went on at 
Mine B after I left. I heard a lot of rumors, but I only want to tell 
what I imam personally. 


"I joined the U. when that union obtained a majority of the 

n + Minn A T iai^^ r>rv+. f*nr*r > rvi +_n ini n TT.M- 1 .T_ T WSS tired of the 

ta r i vg 1 wi va Mij-i 1 ^ ** # -A- "‘-■v - — — » v -x — - — ij - * — ** ... — — - - - - - 

strike that liad happened at Mine B, and I did not want the same thing to 
happed at Mine A. I don’t care which union I belong to; one is just as 
good as another. 


"This statement consisting of two typewritten pages has been road 
to me and I state it is true and correct to the best of ay knowledge . * 


TTitncsses; 



, Special 
pedal Agent, 



Agent, F.B.I. Springfield, 111. 
F.B.I. Springfield, 111. 
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INTERVIEW" “1TH 

September 3, 1943, by Special Agents 

ani j able to express himself clearly - 

witho^^^^^^u^^^^^^speak^Enln^^^TO’y well, and is able to understand 
any type o f questioning. He advised that ho Is willing to testify - In court, 
'claimed to hove no criminal record. 

The following is the signed statement of 

"Springfield, 111. 

September 3, 1943* 

the followi ng statement freely 

s nd who 

themselves to me a s of Investigation. 

No threats or promises have been made to me to obtain this statement. 

Springfield, 111. I was 

born on 1 At present I working for 

the 

"I first joined a mine union, the United Mine Workers, about 
I stayed in this union until I joined the Progressive Mine Workers of 
America in 1932. I rejoined tte U.ll.*.'. sometime early in 1941. I don’t, 
recall whether it vms before or -after the February election in 1941. 




"I began to work at Mine B about When the P.M.A. was organized 
in 1932, I had no part in its formation, ^merely went along with the majority 
when I joined P.M.A. I saw that the majority of the miners wanted the P.M.A. 
union so I went along with thorn. I always like to go along with the majority. 
It seems to me that there was some wrangling at Mine B, but I don’t recall what 
it was about because I always tried to tend to me own business. I don't 
recall any big trouble at Mine B prior to the strike in 1937. 

"After I joined P.M.A. I vns always satisfied vdth that union. The 
officers were a good bunch of men, and treated the miners squarely. I did not 
po to many of the union meetings because I was not interested in union affairs. 
I always considered the ?.Uu. a good clean union. 

"I don't remember any agitating on the part of any men to turn the 
miners over to U.M.f. before the strike started in 1937. 

"As I recall the men in the spring of 1937 knew that they were work- 
ing without a permanent contract. All the men, so far as I know, thought 
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that the F.M.a. officials could get as good a 
wage scale as the U.M.YT. I don’t remember much 
that happened in this natter because I did 'not 
want to have anything to do with it. 


(continued 


n I don't recall going to the F.M.A. meeting the night before the 
strike started, and I don’t reme-ber seeing any notice of the meeting. 

On the day the strike started in 1937, someone told me that the men were 
quitting. I heard that some of the miners were sending out cars loaded with 
short --eights, but I don’t know if there was any organized plan for the miners 
to lo~d their cars short. I don't know what the trouble was, and I don’t 
know the reasons for the strike, I lattr heard that some miners had been 
agitating for U.M."'. , and that the agitators had loaded their cars with 
short weights. I don't know anything more' about the strike. 

’'I don’t remember signing a petition for P.M.A. in 1937, but I know 
that I did not sign a petition for U.M.V. 

’’After the strike began Cotton Ananias came to my hone and asked me 
to join the U.M.V. I remember that he said something about Mine B reopehing ' 

if the had the miners. I saw Ananias several times, but he only came : ! 

to my hone on one occasion. I saw hin a couple of times in town. I think 

that Cotton Ananias told me that the Mine B officials would reopen the 

mine when U.M/7. had a majority of the miners, but would not open Mine B as 
long as P.M.a. had a majority of the miners. However, I am not certain that 
Ananias did say this. I do know that he did not threaten ne^ Nor did anyone 
else threaten me. 

"I heard that Mine 3 was going to reopen in September 1939. I wont 
to the P.H.A. union hall and found out that the nine was going to reopen. I 
also heard that the U.IJ.’I. was goin r to come in and take some jobs away 
from P.M.A. men. As I recall there were about 8 or 10 U.L’.'T. men that were 
going into the nine. The P.l.A. decided to picket the mine to keep out the 
U.r.VT, men. I don’t know when the P.M.A. decided to picket the mine. I went 
out to the picket line because I wanted to. I stayed with the rest of the 
nun. I saw only Mine B non there. 

"It is my opinion that Elshoff got the Federal injunction to keep 
the P.M. a. men away from the mine so that the mine could get U.)I, >• men into 
the mine. 

n I voted in the election in Decneber 1937 at the State Armory, and 
voted for the P.M.a. I was satisfied with that union, and wanted to keep 
it. I don’t know anything about the details of the election. 

r; 
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*»I don't remember getting a notice of reopening 

_r aU a A -w, TfllQ T 1 f r*o rtn 11 Knntf X 1rtaT»n6^ 
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that the nine was to reopen. 


"After I went back to -pork at Liine B after the reopening in November ( 
lQ"3Cl fS i/4 'Rf5 1 mr^a 3T*^n S noke to me about joining U * Li. t7* He said that the / 

u. would win the next election, and I inferred from what he said that I ■ 
would lose ny job if I did not sign up. Cotton Ananias also spoke to me 
several tines about joining U.M. • Bohannon, who was my driv^i^^^^^^^^ot 

insist too strongly that I join the U.Ii.r. I remember that 

told me that I had better come to the B.U/7* meeting because the mine was 
^oing and there would be no job for ne if I did not sign up with 

Frank Austin also talked to me ab^ut joining U.ii.v:. Tony Plotch 
told me that lane B was going but I don't remember that Plotch 


ever isked ne to Join the Jlruni e h ile spoke 


e< a v*-^i 1 +4 mA B 

Otj V^liUX UJLIUV.- w* 


about joining U.U.V. a couple of time, ^mmm^also talked to me several 
times about joining U.H.7. He did not have much to shy. None of these 
men ever threatened ne or abused me. 

"I recall that v;as an air checker at Uine B. The re was 

no such position at the mine before the strike started in 1937. 
sr>ent most of his time talking t.n the miners*- 



"I hoard a lot of rumors about U. activities going on in Mine B, 
hut I can't remember exactly nha^these rumors were. One morning in the 
wash house at lane B, I savr m^^^beaten up by t wo or thrcg,. fp1 1 o * * r- 
These~Thrgtr-fe3Aqrs at a t ~ap 


rxme- 

-i-n-Tn imACTn n 


P 

,e fellows who /• . 


A 11.K S'. C 

3Itu iiuv sun ji. 


did the bsotinr g &re — — — — j — — — , . 

I did not see anyone else beat any of tnemners* It is ny 
the se nei^were beat up because they would not join the U.H.7 
As I recall and fHHBloth told ne this. But, even if they did not 
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were beaten up. I also recall that a fellow named S beaten up. 

The sheriff was at the mine when these beatings were going on, but he did 

not do anything. 

"In my opinion the management seemed to do everything they could do 
for the Tl.Ii.’V. men, and everything they could do to harm the P.Ji.A. men. 

Tte U.H.7. men were very friendly with the management, and seemed to be 
running the show themselves, not Elshoff. 

_ i 

"About c week afterjUUUBBTras beaten up, I signed up with 
U.’I.’f. I heard that there wereon^^lb men left in the P.M.A. when I left 
then to sign up with U.M.7. I heard that everyone was signing up with 

.* ~ . -v- > .* l. i r T jJ _) 4a 4 n 4 -Ua TT Tf T ^ e-r\nn onwtnnnfi 

U.R.,‘ t ana 1 naa an idea h j- mu nyw jv±u ^**-l*“* »-**■.-&**•*** 

would try to give me a beating. 
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UtJfcJIi Utiii 0^11 U}J# t'vCl^UUC Kiiyu^uw »**« * 


«I wqs dissatisfied with the mine and the union fights. I became 
fed up with the mine as a whole and decided to quit. 

hi have read this statement consisting of this and four other type- 
v^Titten pages^ and I state that it is true »o the best of my knowledge and 
recollection. 



/s/ 



..itnesses : 



Special Agents - r 

Springfield, 111." 
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, TT B _VTE!7 WI TH Th e following Invest igat ion was conducte d by Special 

aod^HBBHHB at 3 pringfield, 

Hlinoi^o^SepteSbe^57 3-5 


^Springfield, Illinois* 

never been in any 

sarTarrested. He anpeared to be fairly coopera- 

"oX _ * J -| LJ - 



At his rej 
Agents intarvirwed 

trouble nor has he ever oeen arras ueu. au a^pcoi-au wu uc 
tive and it is believed that he would/make a very good -witness unless his 
testimony was necessary. Re appeared to understand questions and gave an- 
swers to them, but cannot read the English language very well. He indicated 
he did not know much about the trouble and this may be true, because he was 
working nights and never attended an' on m-jtings. The foilo-ring signed 
statement was obtained from him. 



Springfield, IJ 
Sept. 5, 1943 




and 


promises 
give it of my own free 
timbcrnan_ 

T r;as born in _ 

;amo a citizen 

his was a H.li.T 

iroppe'd U «)!«■•' 
joined p.I-.A. 




give the following statement tol 

arc known to te to bo Spec. Agts. of the F.i 
have been made to to procure this statement and X 
will, 1 started at nine t R* in Feb. 1939 as a 

;ver since working from 9iCK^l^.o 4i30 AM. 
1 came to the U.S. in^Upand 
Springfield. I first joined j& mine union in 
mil on. I have never been a union officer. I 
and became P.M.A.,when I went to work at iline 'B* . I 
because at that time I had to_to work at mine 'B* . During 
the few months I was at mine *B' the P.M.A. and Slshoff got along alright 
so far as I know. I was working nights and knew nothing of what happened 
in the day time. So far as I know the p.K.A. men got on alright with their 
officials. I did not attend meetings as I worked nights. I just did sy 
job and paid ay dues. Before the mine clos.ed the P.LI.A. socmcd to 
be taking more dues than they should^ I dont know what this was for but 
they would take from $ 1.50 to '3.00 when they were only supposed to take 
$1,50. The only special assessments were death benefits. I never saw 
the U.ll.h". picket mine ’B’ prior to the strike. I no nothing of ary 
efforts of ary kind to switch the men from P.tt.A. to 

*1 never heard arything about ary parties being given by 
Elshoff to U.M.V. 

"TVhen the union contract ran out in 1937 I saw in the papers 
that there was to be a temporary agreement until final settlement could 
be reached. «Te felt settlement could be reached, ife felt that aiy 
contract gotten by eithor U.M.'i. or P.M.A. would be the same. There were 
no disputes at the mine on paydays just prior to the strike nor were ' 
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there any slowdowns or stoppage*. I never heard anything 
about the management saying anything about the wage 
question. I dont know or bother about such thing s_ 

I just attend to my own business. 

*1 did not go to work the night of Jlay 12, 1937 t I went to the 
mine but someone from the union oalle^ou^t^th^nine and told us not to 
go dorm that they were on strike. the engineer told roe 

we were on strike he did not tell dont ^ _why the strike 

started. 1 dont remember signing any petition for either U.LV • or 
P.: .A. the sumer of 1937, I heard that svnmer that U.L.TJ. had formed a 
local in Springfield but no one asked me to join* I remember nothing of 
interest happening during the summer of 1:<37. Tihen the Co, attempted to 
open the mine in Sept. 1937, I read it wa* to open. Several of us went art 
but did not go on the mine property. The sit-down started either that 
same day or the next one. I used to go out once in a while during the 
sit dcrrn strike I stayed out there 5 or 6 days in all. I went out of 
my own free rill when I did go. The P.K.A. men were there to protect the 
mine. There were no outsiders there and everything was peaceful* I 
was not there when the mar e ha 11 came. 

**I heard through the oapers that they were going to q>en the 
mine on Deo. 13, 1937. I did not go out. 

*1 voted in the first U.L.R.B. election, this was by secret 
ballot and I still do not care to tell which way T voted. I know P.H.A. 
won and feel this tastfehe way most of the men felt. 

*1 was not at the nine when they tried to open it in 1936 in 

Jan. 



*As far as I know the reason t,he mine was closed so long w&6 
because Elshoff wouldn't open it with a Progressive union and the men 
said that if he wouldn’t open it as Progressive they wouldnt open it 
at all. 


*1 heard that Palsetti was operating the Jefferson mine while 
•line "B* was closed^ this was just talk so far as I kiww. 

*V hen the mine opened in 1939, I got a letter telling ne to 
come back within a certain no. of days. I went 4 saw Falsetti and he 
told me to come to work that night. Nothing was eaid at this time as to 
the wage scale. After the mine opened I continued to pay ry dues to 
P.,..A. I did not join U.JL.W. till after the 2nd election when I turned 
over in order to keep ay job. 
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"From the time the mine opened till after the 2nd 
K» L. T .*E» election nohody ever came to me at home 
or mb the mine to Join the U.K.?:. After U.K.T., won the 
election I heard you had to join TJ.li.'P. to keep your jtib 
go I joined up. I never heard ary statement by the management a6 to whioh 
union thep vovld prefer. I knew nothing of any actE of f avortian . I 
cent know whether there were e lot of new men in the mine ae I never 
earr the 'men. 


*1 voted in the 2nd N.L.K.B. election^ this vrae an honest 
election as far be I know. Ko one told ms how to vote and I never bkw 
anybody with leaflets or anything. This was by secret ballot and I 
still dont care to state hew X voted. I paid dues to the month 

before the lection. 

"The mine tie in bac shape when is opened, lots of cave-ins 
and lots of slate. I dont know how much it cost to put it back in 
shape but it was 3 -weeks before it could open. 

"X know nothing of any fire at the mine in 1939* 


out. 


• j knor nothing of eny meeting where ^ack Elaeoar. was kicked 


"I have had Agent read to me the foregoing statement 
consisting of 7 pages and to tCTest of my knowledge it is all t*ue. 
I an therefore signing it of my o™n free will. 


Signed i 



1 itnes sed 



Special Agent, F.B. I. 

Jlt^FauL 

Special Agent. F.B.I* (^ ilw.) 

Snringfield, 111 
Sept. 5, 1943* 
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RE: JOHN L. IfTTS, ET <X 


L> -> 




innnvTE '.tth 



1943. 


The following invcs^njj^^r^ascondu ctcd by 
Special Agu-nts and 

Lt Spr ingfieTdTl^^ an Sc'jtonEo? #, 


iit thv residence of _ 

field, Illinois, which is th 

and advised that he has nev^r been arrested in 



Spring- 
er-viewed 


It was noted that appeared to be more intelligent than the 

ordinary nincr and he rowdily understood the cjuestions asked him. He was 
very cooperative and he will Dike a good witness if he is called upon to 
testify. He furnished Agents with vhe folJ owing signed statement: 


F.H.I. 


Soringfi aid, 111. 

Sept. 7, 1943 

h reby give the follovdng statement to 

who are known to mu to be Spec. Apts. of the 
No threats or promises have been made me to procure this statement. 



n I I to the TJ. 

I am now waiting f o^^^^ia^apcrs . I first started nUdne "S" in 
I am a coal— digger. I first joined a mine union about 
was U.l!.". I have never held a union office. 



this 


"From the time I went to nine "S" till 1932 I know nothing of the 
relation between Elshoff and the U.l!.. . I joined the F.H.^. in J932 be- 
cause everyone else at mine "B" joined. 

"There was no trouble b tween Elshoff and the P from 1932 to 
1937. I no nothing about Elshoff or Falsctti making any statement opposed 
to p. ll..., or favoring U during this time. I believe they got along 
alright . 

"From 1932 to 1937 the P.H.A. men got along alright with their union 
officials. In this period the men were given their say in union affaire 
when they wanted. I attended union meetings at this period when I felt 
like it. I never felt the union officers were spending union money wrong. 
They made regular reports to the union members on the money. Me had no 
unusual assessments during this tine, there was a 10% assessment to holp 
otiiir miners. 
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'JITH 


continued) 


"Before the strike in 1937, I never saw the U.M/iJ. 
picket mine B and never got any literature or 
pamphlets from them. There were five men in 
P.ll.n.. who wanted to get the P.M.a. men to Join 
U.M/..'. Some of those I remember are "Sammie" Joe Albanese, Andrew Schrelo- 
vious, Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony plotch, John 
^.nanias, L Chas. c ohanon. Most of them never bothered me before the mine 
closed. But I heard that they were around contacting others. I know 
nothing about any "Parties" being given by Elshoff for U.lf.w. officials or 
U.ii.'f’. for him. 

"’..’hen . the union contract ran out in 1937, we were told by F.H.A. 
officials that there was a temporary agreement under which we were to get 
back pay for any increase wo might got. Tin all felt . at this tine that the 

would got the sane contract as U.Ih'.h The men seemed satisfied with 
the way the contract was boir..: handled and there was no fussing about pay 
on pay* day. I don’t know any thing about what the so-called U.H/7. spies 
had to say at this time. The management said nothing about the wage 
question. I did not go to any mooting the day before the strike and did 
not know anything anout it. The morning of the strike I heard that the 
Company would not fire five non who where for the U.M. there was nothing 
said about wages thac morning. The minors felt these non should have bean 
fired, I knew nothing about any cars being loaded short on the da/ of the 
strik^ I knew nothing about any strike until quitting tine. I was in 
box ■■ when we came on top I heard a strike was called because the Co. 
woul^^ot fire the 5 U.M/-'. agitators. For a couple of wc-eks after this 
we had a picket line at Mine "B" this was on the road away from the mine 
and was entirely peaceful and voluntary, '/e were just thor- to protect 
our jobs. 

"I remember signing a petition on the road while out on the road 
picketing. I sifted this of ay own free will. This was to show that the 
most of the men were P.M. 4 -., they wanted to see how many were P.M.a. Sc how 
many U.M/..'. 

"I don’t remember anyone saying any thing to me about signing any 
U.K.V. petition. 

"I don’t remember signing any other petition for P.M.... I would 

have been willing to however. 

"I saw in the summer of 1937, by the papers, that U.H/T. was forming 
a loc-'il in Springfield. I remember nothing, else happening during this 
summer. 
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(continued) 


"I went to the jaine the first day that the sine 
opened in 193'?* I read it was to open in the paper. 
I went to the mine to work. 4< hen I got there the 
U.M.TT. officials were in the mine office and told 


me if I would join I could go to work. I refused to do this. I saw some 
of the nen previously mentioned go down into the nine. I remember 
"Sanmie” went down with clean clothing on. I went home and heard that night 
the was going to picket so I went to help. Vie went to protect our 

jot). T/e were there of own will, to protect our job and gaurd the property. 
There was no trouole during this, all of the men there were from our own 
local. 'Jo wore allowed to go and cone as tie pleased, * few tJ.M.J. men 
ca’-jc out but they said nothing they viere just there to look. I was at th.. 
cin~ the evening the marshall came out, he road something to us & told us 
we had to leave*. Vie ware heartbroken over this feeling we had lost our 
job. 

"I did not go out when they tried to open the mine a few days later, 

I did hear about it. 

*»I voted at the first N.L.R.B. election. I went right from hone 
to the iirnory. I voted for P. because that was the way I wanted to 
vote. This was an honest and yood election, by secret ballot. I did not 
sec any U.If.’ . men or anyone else giving out literature at that tine. 

"I heard on the radio that Mine B was open in Jan. 1938 and that some 
men had gone to work, but I did not go out. 

f, I know nothing about how Elshoff 7;as able to keep the mine closed 
so long. I hoard that Tony Plotch was working at the Jefferson nine, his 
uncle w Tony” told tnc. I knew nothin^ of Falsetti going to work there. 

M I got a registered letter tolling me when the cine was to open in 
1939. I went out on Uov. 10, 1939 at that time I saw Falsetti who asked 
me rry check number and put mo back to work at once in my ov.'n room . Nothing 
was said about wages or unions at the tine. I figured we would get the 
111. union wages. 

"„e knew Elshoff would not deal with the P.M.*.. but had no idea why. 

"I paid P.LI.a. dues after we went back and up unil 2nd N.L.R.B# 
election when I joined U.M.V. John 

and a third men cane and saw myself at^j^H^jHfhome , to 

get us t) sign up for U.E/J, ^T^xvc this was in augus^^40. I told then 
I would not join until the P.II.x.. local did, they did not threaten me but they 
told nc I would have no job if I did not join. k short tine later 


- 194 - 


c 


RE: 


.irtfJM T T.TST'Tfi . r_T IT. 

m« ■ **■! i 


4 ? 


6 76 


iwrr. 


(continued) 


tf 


,, Saaiaie M Joe ^lbanese came to get us to join the 
U.1E.T7, two other men were with him him stayed 
in the car. He wanted to know whoa , we were 
going to join up with U.M.w. but he made no t 
threats. "Saniaie" that if her husb^^jouic^ip with J 

the scabs shw was going to divorce hio. Sail! -Later 

me in the- nine asking me to join U.M.Y7. I again refused to join and he 
told no I b.ttor join before the time vat 5 up or I would have no job. The j 
F.H.A. nc-vcr did any thing to keep their men or get new ones. X saw plenty 
of new faces at the tins a couple or so months after the mine opened. Kany 
of those men left afUr the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. The mine management 
did nothing at this time to show that they favored the U.U.'T. over the 
F.p.i*. I got lots of docks after I Von+ back but I can't say whose fault 
it was. I don't remenb r signing any cards for either U.M.iu or F.Ii.a. 
in the summer of 1940. 

"I never saw anyone get heat up at the nine. I saw lots of them go 
away with black eyes, but I never sow the fights though I heard about 
plenty. 

'’hhon we went back tc work the nine was in bad condition. I do 
not know any thing about any fire in 1939 or while the mine was closed. 

*'I voted at the 2nd N.L.R.B. election. I voted for P.K.... I 
had already joined the U.M.V. , because I felt I had to. I think the 
election was honest, it wa£ by secret ballot just like the first one. I 
w s not forced to vote. 

"I joined about a month before the election. I was Ini a ted. 
into it with the loot group. 

"I don’t remember any locating where Jack Glascov? was kicked out. 

"I have had Spec. .. 0 t. read this 10 page statement to me as 

I have difficulty reading & to th^reist of ay knowledge and belief the 
information therein is all true and correct. I am therefor signing it of 
uy own free will. n 


M 


T.'itnesse-s 



Special ilgtnt, F* B . I . 
it. Paul. V±: 

B.I. (liilw.)'' 

"Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 7, 1943” 
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JOHN L. LE..TS, ET AL 




INTERVir: '..IT' 



Special 



in speaking the English iantuc^a.", he had never paid much attention to Union 
activities at the mine. «H| stated also that his memory is vague as 
to thu chronological ordo^oJ^v ants that took place in 1937. 


tine- I have nc-vor held any office in ary union. I go t^^out halt the 
union meetings. I started working at Mine -° in March of ^|^g-hcn I 
wtart^d work at Mine- k I was already a member of the P V .. union. 

"I remember that our contract with the Mine expired on Kerch 31, 

M our union was trying to get a new contract with better wag a. 

told us to go ahead and work ana when the contract was signed 
sec- to it that v.u would gat back pay. be worked about a month 
and still we didn’t get any back pay and vie didn’t know what the terms of 
thv new contract were to be. 

*,yt about this some time I heard that some of the Progressive men 
were trying to organize for the U.I'.h. These men w^ro telling us that 
Progressive wouldn’t bo Able to get us a good contract. I renembo 
was one oi the men who was talking about the contract. I never he 
tint ay of these nen were ever expelled from the union. I did not attend 


It is b-lieved that 



‘vould only make a fair witness 



There is being set forth below the signed statement executed by 
at the time of this interview j 



Agents of the Feaera^Burcau of Investigation. No threats or promises 
have been made to induce me to make a statement. 





c 


o 


BEj JOHN L. LE.7IS, ET AL 






b 


IKTERVIE.: T7ITH 
(continued) 


•’I remember that I Tfent to vork as usual 
on the day of the stride * I was a 
digger in bo^^md our uni xi nan, 

told us not to load the cars full until the compRiy kicked the men ou 
who wore supposed to be jaenbers of united* I loaded cars short just like 
the rc^t were doing and I think it was about 2 o’clock in the afternoon 
when wo v;erc told to leave the pit, I came on top and washed up and then 
came home. I didn T t talk to anybody, and didn't realize the mine was 
on strike when 1 came home. I can’t T .^member whether X went, back to 
work the next day or not. 


n I don't renerab„r ever signing a petition for Progressive in the 
spring or summer of 1937. I went out to the nine in Sept, of 1937 be- 
cause 1 heard the mine was going toVopen again. >»hcn we heard that the 
Company was going to let the V. I!. men work with us vie decided we 
wouldn't wor.: and that all of us would sit down at the mine. I stayed on 
the p cket line for about 7 weeks. Our union officers told us we had to 
stay on picket duty if wo wanted to hold our job. I c ame hone during 
the time I was on picket duty to look over my house inM||^fcind clean 
up. 1’ho men didn't want nc to cone home , but I cane hom^fnJnTay. Nobody 
ever threatened me or hit me for leaving the picket lino. I wasn't on 
picket duty when the picket line was stopped by the injunction in Dec. 
of 1937. 

"I voted in the NLRB election of Dec. 1937 and as far as I was 
concerned everything went along fine. Vhcre wasn't any fighting and the 
men voted the way they wanted to. 

"In November of 1939 I got a letter from the Company telling me to 
come back to work. I want to the nine on Saturda and was told to come 
back to work on Monday. I went back to work the next Monday and started 
in at my old section. 

n I kept up ray dues in p II A for some time after I started back at 
the m i n r. . I kept telling "ohannon and others who wanted me to join 
United , that I wouldn't join until the majority joined. Nobody over 
threatened mo to jpin any union, I joined the United because there 
wasn't any difference in either union as far as I could soe, r i’hey both 
make you pay dues and I'll go whichever way the rest go. Nobody has over 
bothered nc at the nine and as far as I'm concerned I can't say much as 
to what th_ union has done. I am still employed at Mine B, 
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(continued) 



■This nntirc f T 

read to ne 



/»/ 
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EE* JOHN L. LEHS, ET AL, 




INTEP.VXEV YTiTH Springfield, 

Illtnoil 

hone by Speoi&l Agents 
speaks English with 

fairly w ell. "Throughout the intervi«^BHMMB t&ted thftt *** has always 
ocsnsidered the U.M/7* to be a better union than the P*M*A* Be elaimed to 
iaye no criminal reoord* Following is a signed statement obtained free 



"Springfield, 111* 
September 5, 1943* 

the following voluntary statement to 
whom 1 know to be Special Agent 6 of 
the Feder&l“BureaT^iTnveetigation, of my own free will, with no 
threats or premises made to me* 



”1 live at 
at Mine B* I wa^bo. 

United States ln^|^ I was net' 
joined the United Mine Workers in 
member until 1932, when I joined 




.eld. 111*, and work 
and o&me^othe 

£ed in Springfield in 1 

t Auburn, 111, and remained a 
ogressire Mine Workers of Jimerioa* 


In 1941 I rejoined the U.M.TJ* 1 began work at Mine B around 1928* I 
have never been an offioer in any union* In 1932, I beoune a member of 
the FMA, when the miners split up with U.M.W* I took no part in re- 
organizing the F*M*A., and don’t know the reason it started* I always 
have liked the U.M*VX* better than the F*M*A., beoauee I feel we had bet- 
ter conditions under that union* I went to ea&e of the P*M*A* meetings, 
mostly beoause we were fined 50^ if we didn’t go* 

"I dant remember any P.M*A* meeting on the night before the 
strike.. On the day of the strike, some of the men were loading their 
oars short, however, I loaded mine full* 

"Around quitting time HjHjfjl^^old me the mine was shut- 
tine down* I don’t know why the strike was oulled, and don’t even remem- 
ber hearing any reasons for the strike* I don’t remember sign in g any 
petitions in 1937 •* 

"In September of 1937 a pioket line was thrown around the 
mine» I didn’t want to go out to pioket the mine, beoause I was sick, 
but tbs P,M*A* officials made mo go* I was an the pioket line for two 
days* Y/e were picketing to keep the U*M*W* men from working in the 
mine* All the men in the picket line were from Mine B^YBien the company 
got the injunotion to get the men off the premises, flflBKold the men 
to get off the property* 
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re* john l* umis, FI al 


bh o 

w In the eleotian of December 1937, 1 voted 




TtTH 


for F.M.A. tit the Arsenfil* I w&6 a member of the 
P.UA* at that tine, and was working at Panther Creek 
Number 5* I favored the U.M/7* but voted for P.M.A.. 


because they had the majority. 

4 ^ ^ A — i rt A a *w a. b- 4 te — ni A" TW „ u sAfIw teft ^ te a Vi KL 

CtD Xy OO to X A wu C wiwrsLXixfa ujiui w iibuau^i V| 

and don It remember getting any notices that Mine B was going to open 
up. I don't remember getting any notices before the mine opened In 
1939* I don't remember that anyone oume to me during that time to get 
me to Join the 


have my old Job back. I didn*t go baok to work until December 1940, 
because there was no room for mo before that time. In the election of 
February, 1941, I voted for the U.M.YK because 1 thought it was a better 
union, and liked it better. No one made me vote that -way. I Joined the 
U.M. V 7. Just after the elootion. I never heard the management of Uine B say 
anything that would show they liked tJ.il. better than P.11.A., or 
vioe versa, I have always thought that the U.U.^7. was a better union 
than the P.U.A., and would rather bo a member of IMI-H. 


n h&lf pageG , road "to tse, and stdtc that it is the truth to the oan^i ox 
knowledge • 



Special Agents, 
Springfield, 111** 


n 


I got a notice that Mine 3 would reopen, and that I could 


”1 have had the foregoing, consisting of approximately two and 
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ducted with difficulty* 


his poor understanding of English, together' with 


waj^ntorriewed by Special Agent* 

dHjHHHHHM He does 
English wei^^tSS^ffl^xnterviaw was con- 
appe ars friendly and cooperative, but due to 


»j_ _ _ J. J"> "I A- 4- Uf, -I !-..=» wau ”1 i4 m n ly-i a 

it IB I*ut 10A.tr i 1C HWM4W wcwvu 


r. cTc r^r- r>r*-\r W'VTTnft £. i 

br* W* uwi ^ '■ « 

;ate?n?n^vhich was secured from him is set forth as follows* 


The 


111 . 


9-6-43 


mexe the following voluntary statement 
to both of whom have identified themselves as 

bei^^ 5 pee^^«gent^o^the Federal 3ureau of Investigation. No threats 
or promises have been made to induce me to make a statement. 



in 

cit 


"I was born in 
I presently reside 


a long time. 

in^BBitid joined the U.M.u. in that year, 
in any unio*. 


and cente to the U.S. 
and htfve been a U.S. 

I am presently employed at Mine A. i started mining 

f have never held any office 



: _ ^ J 4-v.^ 


S 1 was working at Panther Creek #i in 1932 when I joiiieu uw 
P rogressives* l started working at Mine B in about 1935 and was working 
there at the tine of the strike in 1937* In the Spring of 1937 I recall that 
the union contract with the company had expired h the union was trying to 
get a new contract# I also recall that at about this some time some men 
wero trying to organize for United* I know that everyone seamed to be 
satisfied with Progressive except for about 14 men who were trying to org- 
unite ft>r United. h,s far as I knowworyone was satisfied at the mine ex- 
cept chose men* Some of the men who were trying to organize were Tony 
Flotch, Bohannon, Albanese, Pasquale, Andy and others. I remember that 
tfcse men were trying to tell the other men to join up with United* I al- 
ways told these men that I would sign up with United when the rest did. I 
said if everybody joined I would. I believe Tony Plotch asked me to join 
United before the strike* 


n I went to work as usual in box Bon the day of the strike and 
I remember that there was some argument as to whether the Progressive 
men were going to let those United men work. There wore some men in the 
company office and they said they didn’t want the men to work. Tie all 
started on our jobs k lot of the men loaded short cars, but I loaded my 
cars as usual. 


W JU I remember it we worked until about 2 O’clock in the after- 
noon when we were told to come out of the mine. At about that time I saw 
some of the cars that were loaded short* Vthen I came on top I was told 
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INTERVIEW tTITH 



that there was a strike on. I think “°1“ cur 

men that a strike had been called. 

^ continued) 

"I don't remember signing any petitions in the simmer 
of 1937 - either Progressive or United. As I remember it , the company 

tried to open the mine in Sept, of 1937. I went out there and stayed on 

the picket line off and on until the Marshal came with an injunction in 
Dec, of 1937. I came home once in a while to clean up and nobody ever 

told me I couldn't go home. The men all said we had to go on the picket 

lice or we would be called scabs and maybe we would lose our job. 

*»I voted in the NLRB election in Dec. of 1937 at the Armory in 
Springfield. I heard a few of the men arguing, but I didn't see any fight- 
ing or trouble. 


mine rco 



*2 went back to work at the mine in November of 

worked at the mine for about 5 or E months 

I think I went back to my same placeinbo^^^ 

to work in kino B in 1939. I was out_.of_ Jggrk for about 

I went back 

Everybody Baid the company had a con- 
tract with United and a man had to be a member of United before they would 
hire you. This might have been in the early part of 1941. when they 
told me they wouldn't have a job for me right away, I went and got a job 
with Mine A and still work for Mine A. 


when -i wont bac. 
& or 6 months 
to Mine B and as 



"This entire statement of four pages h as rea d to me byj 
and it is true to the best of my memory. 

Signed 


V<itnessod: 



pecial Agents, FBI, U.S. Dept, of Justice. 


; J§t| 

f 

t ^ " - V 
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great difficulty in understanding the questions and he spe&lcs English 
very poorly and is of extremely low mentality* It is believed that he 
would make a very poor witness unless his testimony were absolutely 
necessary- Agents obtained the following signed statement from Man 


I first joined a union over years ago* I have never 
been a union offioer* Utoen I first vent toTTino "3" there was a U.M.T7* 
union there I dont remarabe ' ' ^ t wue. I worked there up 

until Christmas time about 


had there was alright so far as I know, I dant know anything about the re- 
lation between this union and Mr • EISHOFF or FA1SETTI* 

S X joined the F*H«A* union when they came in because it was 
the union there and you had to belong to keep your job* I took no part 
in forming this union. 


n B" everything was alright as I remember* 1 heard something about Mr* 
ELS30FF wanting to change fran P*U*A* book to U*H*¥f* but I knew nothing 
of this myself* So far as I know Mr* FaLSETTI or Mr* BL£HCJPF never 
anything to discredit the P«M*a* leaders* lihile we had the Pro* 
gre ssTve 'union everything was alright. I did not know anything about 
any trouble between the P.M.A. members and their leaders* The P*M*A.« 
was u good union and fed lots of poor miners* I know nothing about . 
the finances of the Progressives, I went down to meetings lots of times 
but didnt attend regular because it was too far from here* >7hen there was 
any question as to what the union should do it was voted on our loaders 
did not rell us what to do* 



"Sept* 3 , 1943 
9BBH9 ills 



"When I first went to work at Mine "3 W the U*Ii*17* union, they 


during most of the time we had a Progressive Union at Mine 
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INTERVIEW VJITH 



"Before the strike in 1937 the II .11.17. never 
bothered us at Mine "B" in any ‘way that I know* Nobody 
ever tried to get me to Join U.M.M* then* 


n I never heard of Mr* EUSHOPF giving any parties for UJiUIT, man 
or officials* 


In 


heard unything about the temporary wage agreement 
bo tnve and Mr. ELSHOFF. I always thoUght the P.M.A. was 
a bettei^^^^s^!nd could do as much for the men as any other. I dont 
remember any fuss over pay at the mine prior to the strike as I 
recall everything was alright i 

"I dont remember whether or not there was a meeting of the 
Progressives the night before the mine closed if there was suoh 
a meeting I did not go to it. 

”1 dant remember anything about the men being expelled fran 
the Progressives just before the strike. I dont know the reason this 
strike wus called* 

"I heard that seme of the curs were loaded short an the day of 
the strike I didn't see any of this however and did not do it uyself. I 
think it was JOHN SCHNIEDHR who told the nen to load the oars short* 

I heard no talk in the terr^or^dieru I wus about going on strike. TThen 
we ooume up on too I think old;' us wo wore not going beak into the 

mine any more, 1 dont remember the reason for this or whether he gave us 
any reason or not* 

"I dont remember signing uny petitions after tho strike started 
for either the Progressives or the United Mine I/orkors. X dont remember 
any body trying to got me to sign anything after the strike started. 

"I dont remember any thing about the TJ.MJJ* forming a local 
the sixnner of 1937 . 

"There may have been U.!!. 1 !. spies in the P*ii*k. but I dont 
know any of them or who they were* I dont reoull anything about what 
these men might have done at the time of the strike or from then until 
the mine reopened* 

rt I dont remember any thin** about tho attempt to open the mine in 
Sept. 1937. I do remember the picketing there und I took part in it* 

I was there most of the time exoept to cone home and change olothes aoo* 
in a while* The men who took part in the picketing were just the looul 
P.M.A. men* I dont recall any union meeting where the P.M.a. decided what 
to do when the mine tried to open under U.M.VI. I ju6t heard that the 


c 



RE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ST AL. 







icketing out at the mine bo my buddy and 
Fh.) went over to help* 


(continued ) 


’’Nobody threatened me if I didn’t go to help with 
the Picketing. I went of toy own will* The first day there were about 
10 U«H.Vf. men over by the Co* office the sheriff sent these men home, 
because if he hadn't maybe there would have been same fights* inter 
this the U#UJ7# men did not come back* The picketing was peaceful and 
nobody was hurt or bothered* ’/e were just at the mine to protect our 
j obs • 


W I renenber when we left seme-body came aver and read something 
and we all cane away, that was all there wus too it no fights no fuss nor 
anything* Scmo of the mon were glad to leave but same were mad* We all 
*- W f,r, t*aa A -fVirt nn n at- tend Inr to his business SO 

T h 4 j Vf V- UUU 4Ufc* 4.A ™ XXW + V* ^ - -- — ' O ^ 

we cane on home • 


"X dont remember anything about the attempt to open the mine 
on Dec- 13 ? 1937. I think I heard about it but I did not go back and dont 
remember the details now* 

n I dont remember anything about the H*L*K*B* election of Doc# 

15. 1937. I dont remember ever going to the Armory in Springfield to 
vote for which union I wanted* 


rt J dont remember anything about the attempt to open the mine 
in Jun. 1938 undor the U*it.V|. I oan not recall anything outstanding 
happening between Jaji 1938 and Bov# 1939* 


rt l dont renber how 1 found .out the mine -was going to open in 
Nov. 1939, I dont recall getting any lettcr_I guess I read it in the 
paoar. I~"dont think I went back to the mine at catiee_I think ny buddy 
went back and ho told me when my room was ready. Tfhon I wont book to work 
nobody bothored me or tried to get no to join the U.M.TT. I did not 
see anybody get beat up over at the mine but X heard that some fellows 
did • 


x a gilt, wujh 


gf any tiling 


4-v,^ A -i A rt *Knt7 ‘HVi bv ^ti/trru-eri 

UUT3 nia< U U AM vw WiW'. ^ ~ — — 


U.M.’T. Maybe they did but I dont know* 


"after we went back to work I saw more U.M.TT. men oone in un*» 

.n w n r» nKrtiiv. vmi i r tnrt half‘s I ffot scared mavbe there would be 

WJ. X y;iwjf ww* v "* vv« w — — - - “ O ’ “ ■ w 

trouble bo I joined up too. I saw the other men going over so I went 

over myself. 


"I dont remember signing "nv card for UJt-T?. or P-M.A. during 
the s\*omer of 1940. 
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RE, JOHN L. LEVIS, ET aL J^ '~) 

*1 have had Speo. Agt •lHH road the forgoing 
statement of 8 longhand pages to no as I can not 
read the English language. As I renenber it is 
all true and correct. I am therefore signing the 



same • 



Witness i 




Special Agent, 

n -i- ,iT l/i nri . 

O V • A p ^ * 


111. 

Sept. 3, 1943.' 
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AZ: JOHN L. L&7IS, ET AL 


IKTDRVIg.7 T.'ITH 


£?'? Cs 

The followin^^^^^^^^^on wa^conducte^by Special 
Agents MBHHHH H^at Spring- 

field* 


jtt hie residence, 
Illinois, Agents interviewed 
been arrested in his. life. 



Springfield, 
and he advised he has never 


It was noted a very intelligent individual and 

he seemed to recall the dates of different occurrences very quickly. He 
appeared to know what was going on during the period under investigation. 
It is felt that he would make a very good witness if his testimony is 
desired in Court. 

The following signed statement was obtained from 



jpringfield. 111 


a —4- r: -i c\a t 


F.B.I. 

ment. 


give the following statement to 

r.'ho are known to be Special Agents of tho 
No threats or promises have been made me to procure this state- 



bom in came 

in and became I first joined a 

jnin^union in 111. when I first came to the U.S. I~Have been working at 
Mine A as a coal digger since Feb. 1938. I have never hold any union 
office. I started work at Mine n B n in 1936^ I was then a member of the 
P.1L.A. I am now a member of U.M.T.., as when Elshoff took over Mine n A* 
he was going to bring in a different crew and in order to keep our job we 
all went over. 

"During the year I was at Mine "B* under the Progressives every- 

... . , . S Jt.' A « 1 f- OTTV 1 1 W>4 *V**l +■« 

thing was getting niong i mo » xiiin^e wuuo 

time of the strike. X never heard Elshoff or Falsetti saw that they dis- 
liked the P.M.A. and wanted to get back. 

"The P.M.A. men seemed to get along alright right up until tho 
strike. The businoBS of the local was fair and square and the miners 
could say what they wanted, I attended most of the P.M.A. union meetings. 
The officials issued reports regular as to where the money was going. 

Tka.n a onxui nTM=srt4«l nRRfiBRmenti! but these were a 1 wavs lecitiment 

o nv * v w “ ♦ — » — 1 — ■ - v w - 

union expenses. X never felt tho money was being mishandled. I remember 
when some of the P.M.A. men were sent to prison for bombings and as far 
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RE: JOHN L. LET.IS, ET AL* 


i?? £oj> 


^CTERVIK^IT^ 


as I know those roen were all steady workers. I knew 


« a. A T_ a! «• j* sA ih wn w r A ^ ^ Vv A Vi 

UU^iilXi^ auuu ^ aiijr wa m^v ^ 


t^V. ■I’ niTo r^f /*v4- Vi£> t“ vi a T f^ri rfi _ 


L continues . _ 

‘’Fran 1936 to 1937 I never saw the U.M.w. men set up 
any picket line at Mine "B". X neve r an y U.M.;.» literature or leaflets 
<ii —’ts d. si t Mine "B", but there were such pamphlets distributed all 

over the business district one Sunday morning. I knew that there were 
some U.M.'.. men at the mine trying to get the men to leave P.M.A. Some 
that I recognize are "Sammy'* (Joe albanese), Andy Schrelcvious, Domonic 
Pasquale, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, "Cotton" Ananias, and Charles 
Behan on (Bowling Green), None of these men came to my home before the 
mine closed. -I had heard that they went to other mens homes however. I 
heard they were getting ^35.00 per week as organizers this is all I know 
about it however. 


"I heard that Elshcff was giving somq parties. I never went to 
any however. I had an invitation to attend one party this was supposed to 
be given by the Republican Party but wo heard before the party that 

.. . •« ■ ^ s 1 . . jf J 


1 A V.OTfO +^n “I *1 VI 

■ “ i *«* » V W JV ' “ 


organizers were? gomg uo there and anybody 
U.M.H. This was hold at the home of LOUIE CASPER, now dead, tho address 
was on the 1700 Bl* of Peoria Rd. 
party. 


Andy Schrelevious invited me to this 


\ 


*$Tihen the contract ran out in the spring of 1937, we heard that 
there was going to be a 10^ raise which would be retroactive. This was 
told us by the P.M.A. officials. Tho U.li.w. organizers who were in F.ll.A. 
had been suspended at different meetings over a period of time. There 
was no feeling that the P.M.A. would not get as good a contract as U.M.Ti. 
During April and early May there was no dissatisfaction among the miners 
over the wage matter. 


"to the night of May 11, 1937, a Special Meeting was hold. I 
saw a notice on the bulletin board at the mine. I believe there was 
pretty good attendance at the meeting. These men had been considered by 
the trial board and found guj.lty^ they then called for a rising vote and 
the men voted 90 to 4 to confirm the decision of the trial board. » were 
told the board had already found they were guilty and that we should vote 
whether to support that or not. Joe Albonese sat next to me and neither 
he or anyone else had anything to say in defense of the alleged spies. 


f - V. d T .tf 1 4 - a t»n aaaw+ "fkf 

AJ UB 4 Vii ac IlAliii? c J. J. WW v t**£''£'w * w 


Ar> n i ^ 


t cl rvn 


ViAflrrf ffusnend— 


ing himself. I believe the next day the company was asked to discharge • , 
those men and they said they didn't care who worked there and let thorn go 
down. This meeting was held only to consider the suspension of these non. 
The next morning when we went to work I did not know we were going to 
strike. So far as I know the men in general did not know of the suspension 
of the alleged spies. Cars were loaded short that day, the word being 
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RE: JOHN L. LE7:iS, ET AL. 


b 1 CS 

passed along that the oars should be loaded short as a 
protest against the Co. not firing these men. This was 
the only day this was ever done. The men were called 
out that afternoon, we were just told to cpiite « when 
I got -on top the engineer said we were going on strike as the Co. refused 
to fire these men. The next day the men started to picket the mine and 
continued till about the last of May when the officials said the mine was 
closed. The picketing was entirely peaceful, they only picketed in the 
morning and nc one went to work. I signed a P.M.A. on the road by the mine 
while we were on picket, no one forced me to sign and I don’t think anyone 
was forced. It v,as to show the Company how many men the P.M.A. had. I 
heard of a petition gotten up by the U.L.V, but nobody asked me to sign 
such petition. X signed a petition in xhe fall of 1937 for the P.M.A. to 
send to the K.L.R.B. I signed thiB of my own free will and no one else was 
forced to sign as far as I know. 

"I heard of the forming of a ff.U.Ti. local in Springfield in the 
sencer of 1937. I don't recall anything else of interest prior to the 
sit-down strike. when the mine opened in Sept. 1937, I read of ' it in the 

papers. It vras stated the mine would be opened under All the P.M.A. 

mostly showed up for this. The P.M.A. officials were at the mine and went 

to see Elshoff, they later told us they had talked to Falsetti and he had 

said the U.U.". had a charter there and P.L.A. men could not go down. 
F ALS ETTI to 12 U.M.7". men over to the shaft & let them down. There was 
no ’violence. That afternoon we held a meeting and decided to not let any- 
one go down in the mine this was held at 6th & hashington. 

"I was out at the mine most of the time of the sit-down strike. 
The other men and I were there of our free will. ‘The men who picketed 
were all local 54 men. Everything was very peaceful and no U.M.7.. men came 
to the mine during this time. I was at the mine the evening the Marshal l 
came out about 6 o’clock. Most of the men could not understand why this 
was done when P.M.A. was majority union and were ready to go to work. 

R 7.bien the Co. triod to open the mine in Dec. 1937, I knew it was 
to open but don’t know how. *~e just went to the mine and drove by. 

"I voted at the first K.L.R.B. ele ction, this was by seorect 
ballot. 7.6 met at the Hall and to us for a short time. 

& explained about how the voting would work. I voted "Progressive” and 
believe this was an honest election, when we went to the Armory to vote 
there were some men there with pamphlets for U.M.77. but I did not get a ny* 
These men were on the streets near the Armory. 

"I heard something about an attempt to reopen the mine in Jan. 
1938 but I did not go near there then. I heard that the reAson the mine 
was not opened as a P.M.A. mine was because Elshoff had an agreement with 
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RE: JOHN L. Ltf.’IS, EX AL. 




■^'10 



U.M.h. not to have anything to do with P.K.A. I heard 
something about 2lshoff taking over the Jefferson Mine 
butloiow no more about this* 


M ,*hen the mine opened in 1939 I got a registered telling »® to 
come back nithin a certain time. I .was already working at Mine A so * 
sav: Falsetti I was just going down and get my tools and the loose coal up. 

I did this working about 2 days. Nobody said any^iing to me a ou 
during these 2 days, where I was working in Box » the mine was in ' JP** ln 
the same shape as when I left it. I never heard Vf any fire at Mine B in 
1939 I did not vote in the 2nd N.L.H.B. election. X remember one meeting 
whe r. drunk and they threw him out for creating a disturb- 
ance said about money ao that meeting. 

"I have read this 10 page hand-written statement and to the Best 
of my belief it is all true. I am therefore signing it of my own free will. 



Spec. Agt. F.B.I. (Milv;), 

Special Agon’ t, F31* St-»- P&ul, Miim» 


Springfield, 111* 
Sept* 6 * 194«i>» 
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Rei JOHN L. IE7IS, £T AL 


ktehvijt;.' "jxth 


bl cs 


^06 


afield. 


unois, was 


!Terviewsc 


apeciaj 


on September 6, 

was noted that ■■^■Kinder stoo^mn^ques«^n^asked him and that he respond" ^ 
very well with and it appeared that he knew what was going on 

at. k-in*> B durinr the period in question while he was there „ It is felt 

— ~ — 7J" ' ^ w » *> 

that mi would make a good witne ss if his tes timony is needed. The folio-, 
ing signed statement was executed by] 




5pringfieJ 

Sept. 6, 1943 



give the following statement to 

who are known to me to be Special Agents of 
at^o^promises have been made me to procure this Atate- 


closed 

strike 

became 


__3 Union iseinbor 


”1 have been a coal-digger 
in 1937. I worked at mire 
I was bom in 
a U. S. citizen a s noru tTiSS 

t ei-. 

I have 


:t Panther Creek Mine #2 since Mine n B” 
for about BBIHfc’ ears prior to the 



ArA 


a U_ 1L 


union office. 


0 'U. S. in 

in Springf^i^r I was 
TTinion in Springfield in 


'•From the time I started ?.t mine n B” until 1932, I knew nothing of 
the relation between the U.M.’r. and the mine management. I felt the miners 
did right in 1932 to leave the U.M.7. and form the Progressives. I took no 
active part in this_ however. From 1932 to 1937 Elshoff got along just fine 
with the P.lhA. I heard that there were 2 or 3 men around who wanted to 
swing the men from P.fiA. to U.K.TS. False tt i told a group of us a short 
timcTbefore the strike that if we wanted to be Progressives we should go 
over to Peabody Mine ar*3 go to work. This was when the U.M. d. was trying 
to first get back into the mine. The P.H.A. miners alway got along well 
with our officials. There was no feeling that the union was run as a 
racket. The miners themselves ran the union and not a picked group. Fred 
1932 to' 1937 1 attended most of the Union meetings. There was no feeling 
ttet the money of the F.lf.A. was being mishandled, reports were made on 
this at each meeting. 


«I dont know whether the P.li.A. men who were sent up for property 
bombing were”guTlty or not but talk at the time was that they had been f ramed 

"From 1932 to 1937 there was no trouble at mine B 8 n between U.M.TT.' 

& P.M.A. that I know of. I never saw any U.li.7T; literature at the mine. 
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Re: JOHN L. IfXIS, ET AL 




"A few days before the nine closed I heard of about 10 
flHHHHHIHHV p.M.A. men who were for the U.M.TT. I dont recall any 

of these men being expelled at any meetings I attended. 

»»I heard that Sarny (Joe Albanese), Andrew Schrelevious, 
Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Plotch, 
Jo. in (Cooton!* *nanias, John Sirtout, Geo. <& Emory Jacaway, Chas. Bohanwi 
and Janes Hale were the ones trying to get tne miners to go back to U.ii.W. 

None of these nsn ever bothered me. I dont know who did it txit someone 
was paying these ner. as they had a lot of money & some even bought new cars 
at this period. 

"I knew nothing about any parties, given by Elshoff for U.M.W. 
officials or U.M.TT. officials for El3hofi. 

'•When the contract expired in 1937, it was understood from the P.K.A- 
officials that Elshoff had agreed that if w- would go ahead and work we would 
get back pay when a contract w.s signed. The Progressive officials told 

.. ** nil '.Vwy.ivt- +.Vin e nnd +.Vi^ mpr. wn Tfa ft 1 t.i f i ftd . The f 0 0 line W3S that the 

UO a J.O. U W U u w * * -I. W' * »w »* - 

r.M.A. men could got just as good a contract as U.ihW. In April of 1937 and 

early liay there was no commotion on paydays, everybody seemed satisfied. I 

heard nothing regarding how the management felt in regards to the wage 
question* 


'•On the night before the mine "B" closed^ I dont recall for sure 
whether the meeting held was regular or special. I attended this meeting 
and know there was discussion concerning the expelled miners and the fact 
that the Co. would not fire them* 

"Cn the morning of the Last day we worked, I was not sure whether there 
would be a strike or not. I believe that the men were mad about the Co. 
not firing the expelled miners end rot over the wage question. I remember 
we were called cut of the mine that afternoon, I came out & went home. I saw 
a few cars loaded short, I did none of this and dent know why it was. It 
is my understanding that the strike was called because of the expelled 
miners and not because of money. I dont think there was any picketing 
that spring. I dont recalling signing any petitions the sunsaer the mine 
closed for either U.K.'S, or P.K.A. About July of 1937 I left here and went 
to Florida, for about 8 weeks. 

"I heard of the forming of the U.M.TT. local in Springfield in the 
summer of 1937 and that men vent from house to house getting people to sign 
up for the U.iLVT. They did not approach me. I am still a P.M.A. member* 

"I was back in Springfield, when they started the Mine "B" in Sept. 
1937. I was working at Panther Creek when this started. I took no part 
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Re; JOHN L. I£TIS, ET AL , 

in the strike or picketing, 

HI ires allowed to vote in the 1st N.L.R.B. election thougi. 
I was working at Panther Creek* I went down and voted 
all by myself. Nobody bothered me or tried to make rae vote one way or 
another. I saw some U.M.W. men around but they did not bother me. This 
election was by secret ballot and I believe it was honest. 

"I heard of some Mine "B” men going to work at the Jefferson Mine_ 

I understood palsetti was the boss and that the mine was never run by Elshoff. 
this was in 1938. 



«»I heard that Elshoff was paid either by John Lewis or the U.M.T7. 
to keep I&ne "B" closed. I heard this bad: when the strike was on. 


’'YJhen the mine reopened in 1939 I received a registered letter to 
cone back. I saw Palsetti and he told me that there was no place for me at 
that time and there - was "a list waiting for places to be opened up to go to 
work* 1 told him I was Tforac*ng *ar>une x oiuun anu - -~ir 

end cone back later, he agreed to this and the next summer when Panther 
Cree-k shut down I went and asked for the job and he said he had no job for 
ne this was about April or May of 1940. I heard at that same time that _ 

«» hirin'- U M .7. men. Nothing was said about wanes or as to which 
union I was a member of. I have not bean back to Mine B since. 


«I have had Agent fljMHHHH read this seven page statement 
to me and to the best of all true and correct. I am_ 
therefore signing it of my own free will. 




Spac. Agu. FBI (l!ilw. ) 

Special Agent, F.3.I. St. 


Springfield, 111 
Sept/ 6, 1943" 


Paul, Minn. 
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He: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


fERVIC? 7TITH 


A?, 






Illinois, was 
Special Agents 

" on September 5, 

I'. as and pFETently is employed 

at Tine TT 1 . He is and speaks English 

well and ho claimed no knowledge v;hich would be of aid to^^iccessful 
pros ecu -i:ig. He would not be a good government witness. stated he 

has no criminal record. 




^-•>7 -v'. 


The following signed statement was obtained from] 

“Springfield, 111. 

Sopt. 3, 1943 



"I, 

voluntary statement t 
be special agents cf t 
fear of threat, force or promise of any kind. 


t make th e following 

.horn I know to 

igation. I make it without 



I started working 
was a member of the 


"I vas born in' 
in the Hine "B” in Springfici 
United ,'ine 'workers of America Union in 1924. In 1932, most of our UKiV 
local went over to the Progressive 'line 7<orkers of America Union, and so 
in 1932 I joined the FUA to keep my job. 

"During the time from 1932 until about May, 1937, I was satisfied 
with the F?-fA union. I thought it was an honest union and I did not think 
any of the officials were crooked. 1 noticed no unusual assessments during 
this time excepting when I first joined our PEA local had a ten percent 
assessment fer helping other miners out of work, and I thought that was 


•v* tv +■. Vi « 


V\ i cr K 


M I was not active in the organization of the FKA local, and I have 
nev~r held an office in any union. 

"During the period from 1932 to yay of 1937, I do not recall that 
there were any strikes, except that at one time, it may have* been in about 
1934, our first contract expired v/ith the company, that is the FMA contra ct, 
and 1 believe v/e vrero out on strike Just a very short -while until the 
contract was signed* But during this time I do not remember that thero 
770 re any close downs because of labor trouble and I do not recall that any 
of the company men or officials in any way tried to discredit RiA. or 
influence me to Join U!f7. The company did not seem to show any partiality 
to either the UKST or the PISA.* 

"I remember that there were some bombing cases back at that time^ 
but I took little interest in them and I did not and I do not know anything 
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Rc: JOEF L. LET, IS , ET AL 


L 




"During this time from 1932 to 1937, 1 did not notice 
■flBHHHHHHHiH that TOOT ever set up a picket line at mine "B" and 

I do not remember ever seeing any literature for 
TOOT at mine "B". I’o one at any time during this 
period over tried to got me to join TOOT. But I did notice that there was 
some- kind of movement out there on the part of TOOT and I could toll there 
v;as some contention on the part of the men out at Mine "B" » but I can 
not tell just what it was. During this time I did not notice that there 
were any TOOT spic-s in PMA, and I did not notice the TOOT activities of 
some TUk men who were expelled from P11A for vjorking for TOOT, excepting that 
these men who were expelled were the same men who I noticed were in those 
little groups bf men who were in that mevorent I mentioned and who were 
having some sort of contention. By oontsr. :ion, I moan that there was some 
sort of dissatisfaction, and that everything was not satisfactory. 


"The men who seemed dissatisfied were: Charlie Eohannon, Jimmie 

Hale, Frank Austin, and a few more, I would see them talking together 
all the time, but none of them ever tried to talk me into joining TOOT. 

I never notice any of those, men with any of the company men or officials, 
and I never saw them together socially, 

W I think the reason there was a strike at the Fine "E" on May 12, 
1937, was because the EOT union had expelled soma of the men I have mentioned 
above and tho company refused to fire them, I do not remember anything about 
a wage scale controversy in the Spring of 1937 except when the FiSk contract 
expired about that time. But I never thought that was tho reason for the 
strike. 


"I did not attend a FIOT meeting on Fay 11, 1937, the night bofore 
the strike. On May 12, 1937, 1 wont to work as usual and went down into 
the mine. There was no indication to me of any strike pending, I did not 

4 * ^ i .1 i .. j. J i i.1 amJ wa ^ 4- ri 1 aC rl 

notice any enrs Deing xoaacG snari- uunug wie usvy a^u jiu 

is y cars short, I worked the entire day and no one told no to stop* I c&no 

to the top of tho mino after v;ork and altho I hoard some of the nen say 
w r e v?orc going to strike and I noticed some cars had been loadod short, still 


J J ^ w. ^4- r-s-,.. 4,*/^ -i . t v- r~. ^*,**1 

UJ.U ii'ju fkjiur. w . uii 


owf 4 1 +.hr 

'Aii V J ^ * - 


«»TT+. lilV. 
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"On May 13, 1937, 1 went to work, but everyone said no work and 
we were on strike, so I came right back home, and in the afternoon I started 

viorV \ rtir nr> ft fftrw. 



"During the time after the strike, I do not remember signing any 
petitions, either for EVA or for TOOT. But 1 may have signed one for R4A 
and have forgotten. 1 ar. certain I did not sign one for TOOT. 


c 


/ 



Re: JOHN L. LEHIS. £T AL 



"I believe I heard in the summer of 1937 that a now 
U jfl? local was organised, but I do not known anything 
about that, I do not remember attending any meetings 
of any kind during the summer of 1937, and I was 
busy working on the farm and didn't have much time for meetings. 



* 'i co not remember being called by the company to come to work 
any tine after May 12, 1937, until Nov, of 1939# I never did go back to 
work during that time, I do remember a picket line.jfras set up at Mine "B" 

"Vv>r + V /h T 77 *A 4 n oV,on+ *sr»Y"+: r. r i« 7 . Vint T d.n not believe I was at tho mine 

WJ i i-U*. -*-a* - T “ 

the first day the picket line was set up. I do not believe I was told by any 
K'A men in Sept., 1937 that Vine *£" was geiug to open. Eut after the picket 
line ws.s set up for abort two months, ■ b, ..love I went out to mine B to 
picket just on one Sunday, I vtas busy at the farm. I was not there when 
the picket line broke up' and I do not know why the picket line broke up. 


"I rone mb or the- National Labor Relatione Board held an election in 
about Dec. of 1937 at which time the FI.'A beat the DIET. I voted in this 
election and 1 think it was a fair election and no one forced or threatened 
me in any way. 


J uuc 


Tt^tl 

D 


"J do not fcuow 

V. ^ >7^^ 

L /KJ± U X C • U4 


of a ny a 'b‘ t t jUpX ^ 

1C7Q 


Jkr t/wy */ • 


on the part of the company to open 


"In Kov. of 1939, 1 might have got a letter from the company to 
cone back to work, or maybe Bumgarnor told me, and I reported for work. But 
the part of Mine "B" whore I had been working in 1937 was shut down from 
cave ins, and so the company put my name on the waiting li6t and I did not 
go back to work until Jan. of 1940. TThen I went back to work I was still 
a member of HA* 


"From the time I went back to work in Jan, of 1940 until I joined 
the UMT in the fall of 1940, no one at any time tried to talk me into 
joining the XF.S! and no one at any time threatened me or tried to force me 
to join H'fT, I joined U1E7, I believe about tho first of August, 1940, 
because it looked like if 1 wanted to keep my job I would have to join JUST 
and it looked like most of the men were joining U1E7, I do not know of any 
attempts on the part of U!X7 to organize mine B during this time. But at 
the same tine I noticed there was a lot of talking going on around the mine 


jtwn rt Irt n> V*\r 4 Vi f* 4 T*i ^ V* r 

J W C I II OJ, a.4.44^ 4-U v*l^i 


mi rtc . ftinri Art A '4‘Vimifflvh 
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was some organizing going on, so when I say I do not know of any attompt# 
on the part of DIET to organize Mine "B n , I mean that I did not soe any 
specific attempts by them like forcing a man to sign or fighting or the 
like. 
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He: JOHJ? L, LEWIS , ET Al 

u 1 ^ 


“I remember voting in a FLRB election in about Feb. 
of 1941. I thought it was a fair election and no 
one forced or throatened me in any way. 

"This statement of three pages has been read to me and it is true 
and correct to the best of icy knowledge. 


r TTTvirr- with 

^continued) 




signed) 


"Witness ; 



cial Agent, F.B.I. /^/ ^ 
Special Agent, r .i , 3 





c 


Re: JOW L. LEVIS, ST AL. 


INTERVIEW '..ITH 


by Spec^J^gents 


_was jointly^inter^CTred 
land 


at his residence,^mH|mHH Springfield, Illinois, on 
September 7, 1943. He willingly answered 'the questions propounded to hint. 
I-lis knowledge of pertinent facts in the case are limited. He would make 
a favorable witness, He executed the following signed statement. 

’’Springfield, Illinois 
September 7, 1943 

. make the foll owing voluntary state- 
ment to whom I know to be 

Special i^^^^^o^t^^Fedei^^Du^^^^^lw'estigation, U. S. 
Department of Justice. 


"I reside at 
and I 


j Springfield, Illinois, 



’’The first union I Joined was the United Hii^^^^'kers of 
America, referred to hereinafter as the In — Spaulding, 

Illinois and worked at the Spaulding i&nes, From 
worked in mine in the Spaulcing and Springfield _ Illinois area 
as a member of~the Uliu 



Ml J lime 3 during the follo wing periods] 

f un til it closed on Hay 
ron November l 93 ^t^*ebruary 6, 1941 « 



2 , 


"I voluntarily joined the Progressive liine Workers of America, 
referred to hereinafter as the Pjtf., in September, 1932 when Mine B 
went over to Pit, I retrained a member of the •PLIa the whole time I 
worked at tti n p B. I helped the P^A to picket for a few weeks in 
1937 but I never went back to get a job there the three times it 
tried to open. 

"Elshoff got along alright with the UMU prior to 1932 and also 
with the pit from 1932 to Pay 1937. I felt that he favored the 
fllfV, but I have no facts to base it on. 

»I attended most of the union meetings when I was a miner. I 
never held an office. I attended the Pit meeting of Hay 11. 193T7 
which I learned of by word of mouth at the mine. Several U1A< 
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Re: JQM L. LEWIS, ST AL. 

b 1 ^ 4 

organizers were expelled for their organizing, 
but I do not recall their names. I do not 
know what evidence was presented at this meet- 



ing, against these Ult/ organizers. 


i; Cn j-ay 12, 1937, Elshoff would not discharge these TEJ7 organizers 
that had been expelled from Local 54, so the ?1& miners loaded some 

of the coal cars short to get Elshoff to discharge these men. 

"I was not familiar with the wage scale controversy in 1937. I 
voluntarily signed the PMa. petition of Hay 2 5, 1937 to show I was a 
PliA member. 


1 n r- 


mi ± ieit zne iu^us election ne^a on itcwTiwr 1937 fair in 
every respect. Sometime in 1940 the following U 34 / organizers approached 
me and. asked me to join the Ulfij Cotton Ananias, Andrew Schrelevious and 
Charles 3ohannon. They cid rv-t threaten me, out told me I'd have to join 
the Ukf 7 if I wanted no work triers, because the mine was going Ulf?. 


’’From November, 1939 to February, i94l the UJ|7 organizers in 
kline B signed the men up with UIT.. 1 heard they contacted the men in the 
mine and at their homes. Therefore X do not believe the seoond NLRE 
election was fair in expressing the true feelings of the men as they had 
already signed with UKV to hold their jobs. 

"I felt that Elshoff favored UM7 and that he was on friendly 
terms with the UI4.' organizers, but I have no specific fact to establish 
that point. 

,r I have carefully road and fully urderatard the two pages of 



"Witnessed: 




C 


C 


Re: JOHN L. LfcUS, - T AL 


i, 7 i> 
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Illinois, was 

Sentember6 



& 

f- - 


jointly interviewed 
1943 by Spi dal Agent 

Jis mentally alert, he raakesagoodaprearSnce, auu ue- ( y v 
seems sincere. He was an eye witness to beatings inflicted by MW organizers^, 
on FIT, I members at the. mine and quit working at Mine n B n from fear of being ^ 
beaten. He is presently anployed at Panther Creek “ine #2, Springfield, 

Illinois, which is under a FiJA contract, and he executed the following \' L ‘ 
written statement: 

Illinois 
September 6, 1943. 



_ . l . a. ^ „ P .11 - *•+ + AfnO ri +. 

inaKt W*w [ A^jJLOraJUg; v UXU11 oai j 

whom I know to be Special Agents 
ISn, U. S. Department of Justice. 



Panthe^Creel^in^#5^5^xnjTield, Illinois _ 
mine union I joined rasth^jitec Uine Worker 
inafter as the UMW, at fllHHB Illinois in 
work at Riverton Ui ne in local 

from JHHHHH&s a member of UIRV. In 
at iii5^^an^!orked there continuously until May 

closed down. I again worked at this mine when it re-opened in November, 

1939 on open shop basis. I worked there until the first part of February, 

1941 and never did work at th^wnine after that date. As I mentioned 
before, I joined the UU7." in flH^and remained a member of that union until 
September, 1932. I voluntarUyjoined the Progressive Mine Workers of America 


Illinois. I was born 
presently emplo yed at the 

The first 

.erica, referred to here - 
At this time, I went to 
near Spaulding, Illinois 
I started working 
'37, the day that mine 



jy± — ^ - 


referred to nerexnaii/er as the FIIA* 


1 A 79 

m xy^x. 


,kr.v. ^ Vi <-% mi WrtWP •n. + V/O V»£l P 

Wild! UJ.11C1 d a V Jj 


joined that union. 
F1IA. 


I did not take an active part in the formation of the 


«I felt that the rank and file of the PMA and the officials of 
that union got along fine, and there was no trouble in the FMA. I believe 
that union was free fraud on the part of it *3 lead ers. I never held an 
office in a mine union with the exception of , 


"As far as I know, the relations between Elshoff and MW prior to 
1932 were satisfactory and he seemed to got alnng alrig ht with the PMA 
from 1932 to the latter part of 193&* However, from the latter part of 
1936 to Hay 12, 1937, Elshoff seemed to be dissatisfied. 1 never heard the 
Company officials make any statements but felt the relations were strained:.- 

"The following men held PMA cards and worked at Mine B in the Spring 
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Re: JOHN L. LETCS, ET AL 





Andrev; Schrelevious, 
blotch. 


of 193?* These men were Ul®7 organizers and were 
trying to get the miners to join the UW^ Joe Albanese, 
John Ananias, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory 
Jacawcy, James Rale, Charles Bohannon, Cudge Bimgarner, 
Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony 


The UIDT passed out UL£7 literature at the mine prior to the strike 
on Hay 12, 1937. This was found in automobiles and a Ison the road leading 
to the mine. These U!fTT organisers were talking up the Ulf'1. Neither Elshoff 
or Falcetti did anything to discourage this. I observed that from 1932 to 
May 1937, the PKA and the Company Op?r>tc ,r 3 did not appear to be on especially 
friendly terms. As to the wage scale agreement in 1937.. I was of the impress- 
ion, gained from the PMA officials, that we, as PA miners were working 
on a retroactive contract dating back to April 1, 1937. Howaver, this 
point was disputed try E' shoff and ws never got our money. I only went to 
about one fourth of the mine meetings. I knew that some of the ULT< aggitator s 
were expelled from the 3FA for disloyalty and organizing for Ui'J. I recall 
I attended the PLA meeting on May 11. 1937. the day before the mine closed. 

I got a notice of this special meeting by a notice on the bulletin board at 
the mine. On the night the followirg men were expelled from the P’iA as 
best as X can recall: Joe Albaneso, Cotton Ananias, Andrew Schrelevious, 

Pete Carter, and Dominic Pasquale, and Charles Bohannon. 

"None of those expelled men were present. I do not recall what 
evidence was presented. On Hay 12, 1937, the other minors learned of the 
expulsion by word of mouth. Elshoff would not prevent these expelled men 
from working and the PtIA members did not want to work under these circumstanc 

"I did not know that coal cars were being loaded short on May 12, 

193? and later when I found out abouo it ■*. did net determine the reason for 
it. The PLiA minors did not want to go back to work as long as these expelled 
miners worked there. 

"I signed the FliA petition of May 26, 1937 to show I was a member 
of that union. I do not recall signing any other petition that summer. 

"After the mine closed in May, 1937, I worked in the PMA picket 
line for a week or so. I do not recall going to the mine to get a job at 
p.ny time the Operators attempted to reopen the mine before November, 1939. 

"The HLRB election of December 15, .1937 held at Springfield, 

Illinois, was one of tbs most honest elections X have ever taken part in. 

As far as I know, no fraud attended this election, and as far cs I know it 
was entirely voluntary. No strong arm tactics were used by either union. 


Re; JOHN L, LET US . ET AL 


\ /~\ /J 
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INTERVIE ‘ ‘ TTH 



-W4 



*1 -went back to Mine B in November 1939 when It opened 
on an open shop basis. I went back as a FHA member. 

At this tine, the UJf.7 brought in a lot of strangers 
to work in Mine B. I do not know where they were from. 
Members of the Uif.7 were given preference in getting a job over a PMA man. 

— ... J.. _ TM ... — . i- a«>A A- rv + V-. WL-t v\ 
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get work there and later Utf.7 members came out to the 

work ther e immediately. I recall that a tuner named °f 

MHHfe Illinois, a R!» man went out to the mine whon^^r5^rH!?Pin 

1939, and Falcetti told him that he could not work at nine 8 until 
such time as he left the PI-I* and joined the OMPT. 

rt The UI&7 organisers talked .c the F.A7 members, me ones they thought 
they could persuade, both at the mine arv ir their homes. Thej told them 
that the nine would work better under the Ui r . and also threatened them to 
make them sign up with the Ul't. 

/ 

n ln the ear i, wt A January. 1941 I was in the wash house at M ine 1 i 
following th.r.7 c •. gan? y,ors core im 

jwjoi'stic /, H j 
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PHA at that ti ac These vict 
were dressing at this time, andwe^^®H!nthe vosTHjouSST The organizers 
mentioned above took these men one at a time and beet tnem up. I saw the 
whole thing. There were more VIE7 men in the wash house at that time and no 
one attempted to help these men. 

rt 0n this same morning, miner iiamedj 

a P?£A member, was also beaten up n5^hcl5i organizers in a hail waj 
the entrance to the wash house. I did not .*ee this beating, 'inis oeating 
was due to the fact that this man would not sign up with the UiET. Tfhen I 
saw that the PUA men were getting this kind of treatment I left and went 
to the office. As far as I knew, I might have been next on the list of 
victims. I quit work that day. I went back to get my tools, but I was 
•jfj-'iid of being beaten so I left the tools in the rains and never went back 
after them. 

n Elshoff knew what was ^oing on and did not do a thing about it. 

I knew Elshoff favored the UMK. °I think Elshoff waS being paid off by BJflF, 
but X have nojrvidence to establish it. I hoard a rumor at the mine that 
iirs. 


r, the wife of one of the U1T7 organizers. had said that 


she did not know where all the money was coming from that 
home. 


was bringing 
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